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Preface

Shoko Noda
Resident Representative, 
UNDP India

India has a long tradition of conservation spanning centuries, which is deeply 
embedded in its cultural ethos. We have several inspiring stories from many 
parts of the country, which highlight how human beings can co-exist with 
nature. This is not a surprise because India is very rich in biodiversity: it 
holds nearly 8% of the world’s biodiversity in only 2.5% of the world’s total 
geographical area, and four of the thirty-six global biodiversity hotspots. 
Protecting these important ecosystems and their biodiversity requires 
collaboration and innovation.  

The Convention on Biological Diversity has identified Other e ective area-
based conservation measures (OECMs) as one such mechanism to increase 
the area under sustainable conservation.  

By recognising conservation practices outside the boundaries of government 
designated protected areas as OECMs, we can enhance awareness to inspire 
and encourage more people and institutions to protect the environment. It 
will also contribute to the national and global conservation priorities and help 
achieve the vision of ‘living in harmony with nature by 2050’.

UNDP India has supported the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change and the National Biodiversity Authority in identifying and documenting 
14 OECMs in India. This compendium highlights conservation practices 
being undertaken by a diverse set of people, including private actors, local 
communities, individuals and government agencies.

I hope this publication inspires more people to join the conservation 
movement.
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