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FOREWORD

Rebeca Grynspan
Associate Administrator, United Nations Development Programme

Reversing biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation is one of the most
important challenges of our times. UNDP is committed to play its part

in responding to this challenge, as is reflected in this Biodiversity and
Ecosystems Global Framework which will underpin our operations in this
field over the coming years.

The Framework seeks to harness the positive opportunities provided

by biodiversity and natural ecosystems, as a catalyst for sustainable
development. It recognizes the real value of biodiversity and ecosystems
to society—in relation to secure livelihoods, food, water and health, enhanced resilience, conservation

of threatened species and their habitats, and increased carbon storage and sequestration—and calls for
innovation, drawing on the potential of nature, to achieve multiple development dividends.

With forty years of experience in the biodiversity and ecosystems field, working at the national level, UNDP is
well placed to work with developing countries and countries in transition to achieve the Aichi Targets by 2020.

The Framework seeks to leverage the organization’s status as a trusted partner of governments and its
unique ability to link work on biodiversity and ecosystems with that on poverty reduction, governance, and
crisis prevention through integrated programming.

As reflected in the Framework, UNDP’s biodiversity and ecosystems work is organized in three new Signature
Programmes: mainstreaming biodiversity into development; unlocking the potential of protected areas; and
managing the impacts of climate change. It includes many inspiring examples of the biodiversity and ecosystems
work that UNDP is doing in the field with valued partners, in particular the Global Environment Facility.

We look forward to continuing to work closely with our partners to deliver solutions to biodiversity and
ecosystem loss, thereby helping countries chart a path towards sustainable development.
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