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Millennium Development Goal 7 calls for ensuring environmental sustainability by integrating the  
principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes. Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) is one of the main tools available to achieve this integration. The Paris Declaration 
on Aid Effectiveness, agreed by over one hundred donors and developing countries in March 2005, 
commits donors and partner countries jointly to “develop and apply common approaches for Strategic 
Environmental Assessment at the sector and national levels”. 

This good practice guidance explains the benefits of using SEA in development co-operation and sets 
out key steps for its application based on recent experiences. Twelve different entry points are identified 
for the practical application of SEA in development co-operation. For each entry point, the text provides 
a guidance note with a checklist of questions and hands-on case studies. Evaluation and capacity 
development for SEA processes are also addressed.

Even though the publication is aimed primarily at professionals working in development agencies and 
developing country governments, it will also be of value to other policy analysts and planners.

It includes a preface by Rt. Hon. Hilary Benn MP, Secretary of State for International Development, UK, 
Kemal Dervis, Administrator, UNDP, and Richard Manning, Chair of the OECD Development Assistance 
Committee.

The OECD DAC Task Team on Strategic Environmental Assessment, which prepared this guidance, 
received the 2006 Institutional Award of the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA).

 

The full text of this book is available on line via these links: 
  http://www.sourceoecd.org/development/9264026576 
  http://www.sourceoecd.org/environment/9264026576

Those with access to all OECD books on line should use this link: 
  http://www.sourceoecd.org/9264026576

SourceOECD is the OECD’s online library of books, periodicals and statistical databases.  
For more information about this award-winning service and free trials ask your librarian, or write to us  
at SourceOECD@oecd.org.

www.oecd.org
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The OECD is a unique forum where the governments of 30 democracies work together to

address the economic, social and environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at

the forefront of efforts to understand and to help governments respond to new developments and

concerns, such as corporate governance, the information economy and the challenges of an

ageing population. The Organisation provides a setting where governments can compare policy

experiences, seek answers to common problems, identify good practice and work to co-ordinate

domestic and international policies.

The OECD member countries are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Czech Republic,

Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea,

Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic,

Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. The Commission of

the European Communities takes part in the work of the OECD.

OECD Publishing disseminates widely the results of the Organisation’s statistics gathering and

research on economic, social and environmental issues, as well as the conventions, guidelines and

standards agreed by its members.

Also available in French under the title:

L’évaluation environnementale stratégique

GUIDE DE BONNES PRATIQUES DANS LE DOMAINE DE LA COOPÉRATION POUR LE DÉVELOPPEMENT
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No reproduction, copy, transmission or translation of this publication may be made without written permission. Applications should be sent to

OECD Publishing: rights@oecd.org or by fax (33-1) 45 24 99 30. Permission to photocopy a portion of this work should be addressed to the Centre

français d'exploitation du droit de copie (CFC), 20, rue des Grands-Augustins, 75006 Paris, France, fax (33-1) 46 34 67 19, contact@cfcopies.com or (for

US only) to Copyright Clearance Center (CCC), 222 Rosewood Drive Danvers, MA 01923, USA, fax (978) 646 8600, info@copyright.com.

This work is published on the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The

opinions expressed and arguments employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official
views of the Organisation or of the governments of its member countries.
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Foreword

Sustainable development is a global issue that OECD and developing countries can only achieve

through joint efforts. The OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) is a key forum where

major bilateral and multilateral donors work together to increase the effectiveness of their common

efforts to support sustainable development. The DAC focuses, in particular, on how international

development co-operation can help developing countries combat poverty and participate in the global

economy. The objective is to help shape the response of development co-operation at the policy and

operational levels.

DAC work in the area of development and environment is carried out primarily through its

Network on Environment and Development Co-operation (ENVIRONET). In 2004, ENVIRONET

established a Task Team on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), in response to the demand

for guidance on the most efficient and effective application of SEA in the context of development

co-operation. This Good Practice Guidance is the product of this work. It has involved a

comprehensive consultation process with bilateral and multilateral development co-operation

agencies, as well as representatives from partner countries and individual experts and practitioners

from a wide range of developing and developed countries.

DAC members are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Portugal, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States and
Commission of the European Communities. The International Monetary Fund (IMF),
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the World Bank participate
in the work of the DAC as observers.
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