DAC Guidelines and Reference Series

Applying Strategic
Environmental
Assessment

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDANCE FOR
DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION

PUBLISHING






DAC Guidelines and Reference Series

Applying Strategic
Environmental
Assessment

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDANCE
FOR DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION

otch (@

ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT



ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

The OECD is a unique forum where the governments of 30 democracies work together to
address the economic, social and environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at
the forefront of efforts to understand and to help governments respond to new developments and
concerns, such as corporate governance, the information economy and the challenges of an
ageing population. The Organisation provides a setting where governments can compare policy
experiences, seek answers to common problems, identify good practice and work to co-ordinate
domestic and international policies.

The OECD member countries are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea,
Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. The Commission of
the European Communities takes part in the work of the OECD.

OECD Publishing disseminates widely the results of the Organisation’s statistics gathering and

research on economic, social and environmental issues, as well as the conventions, guidelines and
standards agreed by its members.

This work is published on the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The
opinions expressed and arguments employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official
views of the Organisation or of the governments of its member countries.
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FOREWORD

Foreword

Sustainable development is a global issue that OECD and developing countries can only achieve
through joint efforts. The OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) is a key forum where
major bilateral and multilateral donors work together to increase the effectiveness of their common
efforts to support sustainable development. The DAC focuses, in particular, on how international
development co-operation can help developing countries combat poverty and participate in the global
economy. The objective is to help shape the response of development co-operation at the policy and
operational levels.

DAC work in the area of development and environment is carried out primarily through its
Network on Environment and Development Co-operation (ENVIRONET). In 2004, ENVIRONET
established a Task Team on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), in response to the demand
for guidance on the most efficient and effective application of SEA in the context of development
co-operation. This Good Practice Guidance is the product of this work. It has involved a
comprehensive consultation process with bilateral and multilateral development co-operation
agencies, as well as representatives from partner countries and individual experts and practitioners
from a wide range of developing and developed countries.

DAC members are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Portugal, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States and
Commission of the European Communities. The International Monetary Fund (IMF),
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the World Bank participate
in the work of the DAC as observers.
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