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This occasional paper, Enabling effective voluntary counselling and testing for men who 
have sex with men,  is an outcome of several meetings convened by the United Nations 
Technical Working Group on MSM and HIV/AIDS (UN-TWG/MSM) in China during 2006 to 
2008. 

Established in 2006, the UN-TWG/MSM brings together representatives from national 
and international nongovernmental organizations, donors, governmental agencies and 
the UN system. The UN-TWG/MSM is currently chaired by United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) and works under the guidance of the UN Theme Group on HIV and 
AIDS. 

The UN-TWG/MSM aims to increase the involvement of MSM and gay community 
based organizations in policy development, and programme design, implementation 
and monitoring to support China’s national response to AIDS among this most at risk 
population. 

The paper was principally authored by Paul Causey and Edmund Settle. Causey is an 
independent HIV Program Consultant based in Bangkok, Thailand, and is currently 
serving as the Executive Management Consultant for the Asia Pacific Coalition on Male 
Sexual Health (APCOM). Settle is the HIV programme specialist for UNDP China and 
supports the Regional HIV/AIDS Team at the UNDP Regional Center Colombo (RCC). 
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Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual health
Los Angles AIDS Project
Antiretroviral therapy or treatment/antiretroviral drugs
Community-based organization(s)
China Centre for Disease Control and Prevention
 Family Health International
 Information, education, and counselling
Human Immunodeficiency Virus
Injection drug user
International Labour Organisation
International nongovernmental organization(s)
Ministry of Finance (China national government)
Ministry of Health (China national government)
Ministry of Public Security (China national government)
Men who have sex with men
National Centre for AIDS/STD Control and Prevention
Nongovernmental organization(s)
Person or people living with HIV include those with AIDS
Prevention of mother to child transmission of HIV
State Food and Drug Administration 
Sexually transmitted infection(s)
Sex worker (FSW – female; MSW – male)
United Nations
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
UNAIDS Regional Support Team Asia and the Pacific
United Nations Development Programme
UNDP Regional Bureau Asia and the Pacific
United Nations Populations Fund
United Nations Technical Working Group on MSM and HIV/
AIDS in China
Voluntary counselling and testing
World Heath Organization

Commonly Used Abbreviations 
and Acronyms

AIDS 
APCOM
APLA
ART/ARV 
CBO 
CDC
FHI
IEC
HIV 
IDU
ILO
INGO 
MOF 
MOH 
MOPS 
MSM  
NCAIDS
NGO 
PLHIV 
PMTCT
SFDA 
STI 
SW
UN 
UNAIDS
UNAIDS RSTAP
UNDP 
UNDP RBAP
UNFPA
UN-TWG/MSM

VCT 
WHO 
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