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Preface

Thailand’s response to HIV/AIDS is a story of impressive achievements. Since 1991, yearly new infections have fallen
dramatically and millions of lives have been spared. Thailand is one of the very first countries to have achieved
the sixth Millennium Development goal, to begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015, well in advance of
the target date.

This success of Thailand must first and foremost be attributed to courageous and visionary top-level leadership
displayed at a relatively early stage of the epidemic. This strong commitment created the political and institutional
environment necessary for a broad-based response. Public health agencies, government ministries, the military,
non-governmental organizations, communities and the media all joined together in the campaign to confront
the growing epidemic. Most striking of all was the pragmatism that guided the Thailand’s response. This allowed
for an open dialogue about safe sex and condom promotion and a no-nonsense approach to preventing HIV
transmission among sex workers and their clients.

Yet it is too early to claim victory. The epidemic is evolving and there are now clear warning signs of a new wave
of infections. The virus is spreading unchecked among certain vulnerable groups. Young people in general are
becoming increasingly vulnerable to infection. Also, as the epidemic matures, hundreds of thousands of young
adults who are living with HIV/AIDS are reaching the stage when they urgently require treatment.

This report provides an in-depth analysis of what went right in Thailand. As such, it is an important contribution
to the global policy debate about how best to respond to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. We hope that it will become a
valuable resource for other countries as they intensify their efforts to curb the spread of HIV/AIDS

The report also takes a hard look at the many new challenges now facing Thailand as the epidemic evolves. It offers
concrete suggestions for the way forward and how to avoid that past success turn into complacency and inaction.

The report forms part of Thailand’s UN Country Team’s efforts to promote dialogue around the Millennium
Development Goals, focusing on the sixth goal of reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015. The report is also
an expression of UNDP’s longstanding advocacy for a broad-based and multi-sectoral response to HIV/AIDS
that takes into account the socio-economic drivers and implications of the epidemic, respects the human rights
of people living with HIV/AIDS, and recognizes that leadership is crucial to achieve real and sustainable results.

The production of the report was guided by an Advisory Panel of eminent experts and leaders, as well as the
UN Theme Group on HIV/AIDS in Thailand, benefiting greatly from specific input and contributions from its
members. | would like to express my sincere gratitude to all that have contributed to this report.
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J.K.Robert England

UN Resident Coordinator
UNDP Resident Representative
Thailand
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