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The United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) partners with people 
at all levels of society to help build nations 
that can withstand crisis, and drive and 
sustain the kind of growth that improves the 
quality of life for everyone. On the ground in 
nearly 170 countries and territories, UNDP 
offers global perspective and local insight 
to help empower lives and build resilient 
nations. UNDP helps countries to develop 
policies, partnerships, and institutional 
capabilities in order to effect lasting change. 
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The world has agreed on a new development path 

– the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

is a ground-breaking framework for people, our 

planet and prosperity. It sets clear priorities aimed 

at ending poverty in all its forms, significantly 

reducing inequalities, and building peaceful, 

inclusive, and resilient societies. Implementing 

the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will 

require that we leverage all sources of finance 

– domestic and international – reinforcing each 

other. For that to happen, partnerships arise as a 

powerful resource to deliver meaningful impact.

UNDP’s new Strategic Plan calls for UNDP to 

play a stronger role as a provider of integrated 

development solutions tackling multidimensional 

development challenges through SDG country-

driven approaches, and to help governments 

leverage development financing.  As a 

development partner in nearly 170 countries, 

UNDP supports Governments in designing 

and implementing projects funded from their 

own revenue or from grants or loans provided 

by International Financial Institutions (IFIs).
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UNDP supports Governments 
in designing and implementing 
projects funded from their 
own revenue or from grants or 
loans provided by International 
Financial Institutions (IFIs).

The benefits of UNDP’s support to Governments 

to deliver their domestic resources, including 

loans, can include quality development 

results with savings in time and funds, while 

strengthening institutions and implementation 

capacity. UNDP’s extensive experience of 

working in countries around the world and 

partnering with a wide array of stakeholders 

– including Governments, IFIs and others – 

allows it to meaningfully support its member 

countries as they work to achieve the SDGs and 

strengthen the livelihoods of millions of people.

  Achim Steiner, 

  UNDP Administrator



Local Insight, Global Reach:  
UNDP Partnerships

8

In support of the SDGs, UNDP works with 

Governments and IFIs around the world to 

leverage development expertise and resources 

by collaborating on analysis, assessments and 

planning, pipeline development and project 

implementation towards shared outcomes. 

This brochure presents UNDP's support to tripartite 

collaboration for project implementation in a 

variety of settings and sectors, drawing on UNDP’s 

knowledge, presence and administrative and 

operational acumen for effective project execution. 

HOW CAN UNDP ADD VALUE TO IFI OPERATIONS?

UNDP offers IFIs access, impartiality and expertise to help maximize the true development impact of every 

IFI dollar spent.

IMPARTIALITY

EXPERTISE

Extensive Global Presence
 f Over 8,000 staff in nearly 170 countries
 f Operations in fragile contexts and other challenging environments

Partnerships and Policy Influence
 f Excellent rapport with government and other stakeholders
 f Knowledge of sub-national and local networks

Acess to resources of the wider UN Development System
 f Vice Chair of UN Development Group and current custodian of UN 

Resident Coordinator system
 f Provides integrator platforms at global and country level to 

support multi sectoral and multi stakeholder approaches for SDG 
implementation

PRESENCE  
AND ACCESS

Credibility and Reputation
 f Carries a neutral profile, bolstered by the 'UN flag'
 f Trusted by Governments in sensitive situations 

Broad Development Mandate
 f Effective partner for Governments in SDG planning and 

implementation
 f Recognized commitment to sustainable development
 f Foster South-South and Triangular Cooperation enabling IFIs to 

engage in innovative partnerships

Capacity Development an Implementation Experience
 f Can help address national implementation gaps on under-performing 

loans while developing long-term capacity
 f Commitment to social and environmental standards
 f Effective partner for project de-risking and piloting
 f High standards for project quality, accountability and transparency

Intellectual resources
 f Develops knowledge products and innovative financing tools
 f Leads the UN in Recovery and Peacebuilding Assessments and  

Post-Disaster Needs Assessments
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