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‘l am convinced that the
creation of open, equitable,
inclusive and pluralist societies,
based on the full respect

of human rights and with
economic opportunities for all,
represents the most tangible
and meaningful alternative

to violent extremism.

Anténio Guterres
United Nations Secretary-General










vi

FOREWORD

Preventing and Responding
to Violent Extremism in Africa

The expanding reach and destructive consequences
of violent extremism are among the major challenges
to peace faced in today’s world. In Africa, 33,300
fatalities are estimated to have been caused by
extremism between 2011 and 2016, with related
displacement and economic devastation contributing
to among the worst humanitarian catastrophes

ever seen on the continent. Violent extremism is

also posing a direct and manifest challenge to the
gains enjoyed by many countries over recent years,
and threatens to stunt development outcomes for
generations to come if left unchecked. The steep

rise in violent extremist activity in Africa repre-

Many partners are already taking up the challenge
with new programmes and initiatives, and wide-
ranging Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE)
interventions. However, the question remains open
as to how to most effectively respond. Collective
reflection is needed on lessons that emerge from
past and present interventions - not only on the
development side, but also across the mainstream
of counter-terrorism. To date, overall success is
mixed at best, as insecurity continues to deepen.
The challenges also demand a closer nexus between
the security and development arms of government,
and more integrated ways of working than has yet
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