
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NATIONAL STATISTICAL OFFICES FOR MONITORING
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 16 ON PEACEFUL, JUST AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES

United Nations Development Programme

VOICES FROM THE FIELD  
AFRICAN EXPERIENCES IN PRODUCING GOVERNANCE, PEACE AND SECURITY STATISTICS



UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations 
that can withstand crisis, and drive and sustain the kind of growth that 
improves the quality of life for everyone. On the ground in nearly 170 
countries and territories, we offer global perspective and local insight to 
help empower lives and build resilient nations. 

United Nations Development Programme
Oslo Governance Centre
Kongens Gate 12, 0153 Oslo, Norway
For more information: www.undp.org/oslocentre 

Copyright © 2017 UNDP, All rights reserved

Design and layout: Phoenix Design Aid, Denmark

COVER: © Mariana Neves
Photo: Interviewers walking to their next enumeration area for the  
GPS-SHaSA survey in São Nicolau, Cabo Verde



United Nations Development Programme

Recommendations for National Statistical Offices for Monitoring 
Sustainable Development Goal 16 on Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies

VOICES FROM THE FIELD: 
AFRICAN EXPERIENCES IN PRODUCING  

GOVERNANCE, PEACE AND SECURITY STATISTICS



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This publication was developed by UNDP’s Oslo Governance Centre (OGC). Marie Laberge, an independent 
consultant and former lead coordinator of the GPS-SHaSA pilot for UNDP (2012-14), was the lead author under 
the overall editorial direction of Alexandra Wilde and Aseem Andrews, OGC.  

The OGC would like to sincerely thank the following experts who served as peer reviewers of this publication:

•  Bouazza Bouchkhar, Consultant, Data for Development, UNDP
•  Serge Kapto, Policy Specialist, Data for Development, UNDP 
•  David Omozuafoh, Programme Advisor on the African Peer Review Mechanism and Governance 

Assessments, UNDP Regional Service Centre for Africa 
•  Mark Orkin, Senior Advisor to GPS-SHaSA, former Statistician-General, Statistics South Africa, and Associate 

Fellow, Department of Social Policy and Intervention, Oxford University
•  Mireille Razafindrakoto, Senior Advisor to GPS-SHaSA, and Senior Research Fellow, DIAL, Institut de 

recherche pour le développement (IRD), Paris
•  François Roubaud, Senior Advisor to GPS-SHaSA, and former Director, DIAL, Institut de recherche pour le 

développement (IRD), Paris
•  Bjørn Kjetil Getz Wold, Senior Advisor, Statistics Norway.

Finally, Voices From the Field could not have been written without the personal commitment of, and enthusiastic 
participation from, our interviewees—31 statisticians and Directors-General from 11 NSOs, who were at the 
forefront of  the SHaSA pilot on GPS statistics (see p.10), as well as experts who have been deeply involved in 
supporting this initiative over the past five years. We are very grateful for the time they generously invested in 
these interviews, and for their candid sharing of insights ‘from the frontline’. We acknowledge with thanks: 

•  Djabar Adechian, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut national de la statistique et de l’analyse économique, 
République du Bénin 

•  Alexandre Biaou, Directeur Général, Institut national de la statistique et de l’analyse économique, 
République du Bénin 

•  Osvaldo Borges, Presidente, Instituto Nacional de Estatística de Cabo Verde 
•  Robert Buluma, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point and Chair of the STG on GPS, Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 
•  Joseph Butoyi, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut de statistiques et d’études économiques du Burundi 
•  Yeo Dossina, former Head a.i., Statistics Division, African Union Commission 
•  Antonio Duarte, former Presidente, Instituto Nacional de Estatística de Cabo Verde 
•  Mercy Kanyuka, Commissioner of Statistics, National Statistical Office of Malawi
•  René N’Guettia Kouassi, Director, Economics Affairs Department, African Union Commission 
•  Norah Madaya, Director, Statistics Coordination Services, Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
•  Ben Paul Mungyereza, Executive Director, Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
•  Zachary Mwangi, Director General, Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 
•  Gabriel Doffou N’guessan, Directeur Général, Institut national de la statistique de Côte d’Ivoire 
•  Dorcas Nabukwasi, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Uganda Bureau of Statistics 

2 VOICES FROM THE FIELD: AFRICAN EXPERIENCES IN PRODUCING GOVERNANCE, PEACE AND SECURITY STATISTICS



•  Nicolas Ndayishimie, Directeur Général, Institut de statistiques et d’études économiques du Burundi 
•  Guy Ndeffo, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut national de la statistique du Cameroun 
•  Mariana Neves, former GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Instituto Nacional de Estatística de Cabo Verde 
•  Rosalie Niekou, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut national de la statistique du Cameroun
•  Macdonald Obudho, Director, Population and Social Statistics, Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 
•  Mark Orkin, Senior Advisor to GPS-SHaSA, former Statistician-General, Statistics South Africa, and Associate 

Fellow, Department of Social Policy and Intervention, Oxford University
•  Iary Rakotondradany, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut national de la statistique de Madagascar 
•  Gérard Ravelomanantsoa, former Directeur Général, Institut national de la statistique de Madagascar 
•  Mireille Razafindrakoto, Senior Advisor to GPS-SHaSA, Senior Research Fellow, DIAL, Institut de recherche 

pour le développement (IRD), Paris
•  Celso Herminio Soares Ribeiro, Vice-presidente, Instituto Nacional de Estatística de Cabo Verde 
•  François Roubaud, Senior Advisor to GPS-SHaSA, former Director, DIAL, Institut de recherche pour le 

développement (IRD), Paris
•  Arouna Sougane, Directeur Général, Centre de formation et de perfectionnement en statistique du Mali, 

and former GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut national de la statistique du Mali 
•  Christian Tape, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut national de la statistique de Côte d’Ivoire 
•  Joseph Tedou, Directeur Général, Institut national de la statistique du Cameroun 
•  Nadia Touihri, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut national de la statistique de Tunisie 
•  Seydou Moussa Traoré, former Directeur Général, Institut national de la statistique du Mali, now 

Secrétaire Général, Ministère de l’administration territoriale et de la population 
•  Eric Vikey, former GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, Institut national de la statistique et de l’analyse économique, 

République du Bénin
•  Sautso Wachepa, GPS-SHaSA Focal Point, National Statistical Office of Malawi

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NATIONAL STATISTICAL OFFICES FOR MONITORING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 16 ON PEACEFUL, JUST AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES 3



This lessons-learned brief captures and synthesizes the experiences of 
African national statistical offices (NSOs) in producing governance-related 
statistics. It will be relevant for anyone who is interested in the new statistical 
domain of governance, peace and security (GPS), whether to monitor SDG 
16 or for any other purpose, and who is looking for guidance from those 
who can speak from experience.

Senior government officials and chief statisticians contemplating the 
production of official statistics on GPS to enable national reporting on SDG 
16, or on other national or regional commitments in this area, will learn 
from this brief what led their peers to embark on this new stream of data 
collection, and the strategies they used to muster political commitment and 
cultivate broad-based demand for GPS statistics throughout the process.

Similarly, international development organizations and donors keen to 
support sound investments in this new area of official statistics will find 
in this brief a series of practical recommendations on how best to do so, 
offered by statisticians who were at the forefront of the SHaSA pilot on 
GPS statistics (see ‘In a Nutshell’, p. 10), many of whom have since been 
producing GPS statistics regularly. 
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