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The number of provisions related to customs and trade facilitation included in Regional Trade 
Agreements (RTAs) has increased over time. Currently, most of RTAs that have been notified to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) comprise commitments in such matters, reflecting the growing 
importance of trade facilitation at the regional level. At the same time, trade facilitation is also being 
negotiated at the WTO, which suggests the need to examine linkages between future provisions of 
the agreement currently being negotiated at WTO and trade facilitation commitments in RTAs. The 
present study presents and discusses issues WTO members face with regards to discrimination and 
discrepancies between trade facilitation commitments at the regional and multilateral levels. The 
report also envisages actions to be taken to minimize potentially adverse effects. 
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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply 
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delineation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNCTAD/DTL/TLB/2011/1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Copyright United Nations 2011 
All rights reserved 



iii 
 

 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
 
This study was prepared by the Trade Facilitation Section, Trade Logistics Branch, Division on 
Technology and Logistics. Valuable contributions were provided by external reviewers of the 
World Trade Organization, Asian Development Bank, United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, and the World Bank. Valuable inputs were also provided 
by distinguished speakers and participants of the UNCTAD Ad Hoc Expert Meeting on Trade 
Facilitation in Regional Trade Arrangements (30-31 March 2011, Geneva). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



iv 
 



v 
 

Contents 

 

Introduction ................................................................................................................................................................ 1 

1. WTO rules and regional commitments on trade facilitation .............................................................................. 2 

1.1 RTAs in WTO law..................................................................................................................................... 2 

1.2 Trade facilitation commitments in RTAs that do and do not discriminate in practice............................... 3 

2. Trade facilitation in regional trade agreements................................................................................................... 4 

3. WTO-like trade facilitation measures in RTAs ................................................................................................... 7 

3.1 Customs clearance and facilitation (81 Agreements) ................................................................................ 7 

3.2 Cooperation and exchange of information (76 agreements) ...................................................................... 9 

3.3 Publication and enquiry points (in 55 agreements).................................................................................... 9 

3.4 Advance ruling (in 29 agreements).......................................................................................................... 10 

3.5 Risk management (in 24 agreements)...................................................................................................... 10 

3.6 Single window and automation (in 22 agreements)................................................................................. 11 

3.7 Use of international standards (in 20 agreements)................................................................................... 11 

3.8 Transit (in 16 agreements) ....................................................................................................................... 12 

3.9 Release of goods (in 17 agreements) ....................................................................................................... 14 

3.10 Express shipments (in 14 agreements)..................................................................................................... 14 

3.11 Fees and charges (in 4 agreements) ......................................................................................................... 15 

4. Final remarks and policy options ........................................................................................................................ 16 

4.1 Cohesive approach to trade facilitation ................................................................................................... 16 

4.2 Remedies to multiplicity.......................................................................................................................... 16 

4.3 Remedies to discrimination ..................................................................................................................... 17 

4.4 Cooperation in implementing best practices............................................................................................ 18 

4.5 Use of international standards ................................................................................................................. 18 

Annex 1. RTAs containing trade facilitation measures ......................................................................................... 19 

Annex 2. Detailed trade facilitation provisions in selected RTAs by region........................................................ 24 

(a) Americas........................................................................................................................................................... 24 

(b) Economic partnership agreements by EU and ACP countries ......................................................................... 25 

(c) Bilateral FTAs concluded by the European Free Trade Association................................................................ 26 

(d) Africa ............................................................................................................................................................... 27 

(e) Asia–Pacific...................................................................................................................................................... 28 

(f) Cross-regional arrangements............................................................................................................................. 29 

References and further reading............................................................................................................................... 31 



vi 
 

 
 
Abbreviations  
 

 

ADB   Asian Development Bank 

APEC   Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation  

APTA   Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement 

ASEAN   Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

ASYCUDA  Automated System for Customs Data 

CAFTA   Central American Free Trade Agreement 

CARIFORUM  Caribbean Forum  

COMESA  Common Market for Eastern and Southern African States 

EAO   Economic Authorized Operators 

EDI   Electronic Data Interchange  

EFTA   European Free Trade Association  

EPA   economic partnership agreement  

ESCAP  United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

EU   European Union  

FTA   free trade agreement 

GATT   General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

GATS   General Agreement on Trade in Services 

ICT   information and communication technology 

LDC   least developed country  

LLDC   landlocked developing countries  

MFN   most favoured nation 

NAFTA   North American Free Trade Area  

PTA   preferential trade agreement 

RTA   regional trade agreement 

SAARC   South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation  

SACU   Southern African Customs Union 

SAFTA   South Asian Free Trade Agreement 

SAPTA    South Asian Free Preferential Agreement 

TPP   Trans-Pacific  Partner Agreement  

WCO   World Customs Organization  

WTO   World Trade Organization

 



1 
 

 

Introduction 

Under the framework of the Doha Development Agenda, and since 2004, the members of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) have been engaged in negotiations of multilateral trade 
facilitation rules which would clarify and improve existing Articles V, VIII and X of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (GATT).  

After seven years of good progress, the negotiations have reached the stage of a draft text 
for a future WTO trade facilitation agreement. Many see this agreement as a source of 
significant benefits to the world trading community and as a potentially significant outcome of 
an otherwise endangered WTO round. Even if this multilateral framework does not come as 
soon as expected, some of the substance of the agreement waiting for finalization in Geneva has 
already made its way, in various forms, into agreements at the regional level.  

Virtually every trading nation is today involved in one or more regional trade agreement 
(RTA). For purposes of this study “RTAs” cover all levels of trade integration, from bilateral 
and plurilateral free trade areas, to customs unions with common external tariffs. This study 
includes RTAs signed within developing countries, and between developing and developed 
countries that have been notified to the WTO. As of May 2011, around 489 RTAs, (counting 
goods and services notifications separately) were notified to WTO1. For example, from 202 
RTAs on goods and services that have presently been notified to WTO, around 118 (or 58 per 
cent), include provisions related to some form of customs and trade facilitation measures. This 
clearly reflects the growing importance of trade facilitation at the regional level and thereby the 
need to examine the existing linkages of regional trade facilitation commitments and possible 
future provisions agreed at WTO. 

Indeed, this multiplication of trade facilitation rules at the regional level may also have 
become a source of overlap, and incompatibilities. The present study aims to contribute to a 
better understanding of the situation WTO members may face in the field of trade facilitation 
especially in view of a possible adoption of a multilateral agreement and the proliferation of 
regional instruments on trade matters. 

The study analyses customs and other trade facilitation measures contained in these 118 
regional trade agreements currently in force in Africa, Asia, Americas, Europe, as well as 
agreements concluded across regions. Scrutinized provisions in RTAs refer to the publication 
and administration of trade-related rules, customs procedures, and freedom of transit. These 
measures, similar to those included in the draft WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, i.e. the 
consolidated text document TN/TF/W/165, are here referred to as “WTO–like” measures.  

Part 1 of the study discusses the relationship between trade facilitation measures in these 
RTAs and the core WTO principle of the most favoured nation (MFN), and the exceptions to it. 
Part 2 provides an overview of the types of trade facilitation provisions contained in analyzed 
RTAs. Part 3 analyzes differences and overlaps among selected trade facilitation measures under 
different RTAs. Part 4 provides conclusions and remarks on benefits and risks brought by 
adherence to multiple RTAs. 

                                                 
1 http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/region_e/region_e.htm 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_9884


