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NOTE

The terms country/economy as used in this Report also refer, as appropriate, to territories or areas; the designations 

employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 

the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authori-

ties, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. In addition, the designations of country groups are 

intended solely for statistical or analytical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage of 

development reached by a particular country or area in the development process. The major country groupings used 

in this Report follow the classification of the United Nations Statistical Office. These are:

Developed countries: the member countries of the OECD (other than Chile, Mexico, the Republic of Korea and Tur-

key), plus the new European Union member countries which are not OECD members (Bulgaria, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithu-

ania, Malta and Romania), plus Andorra, Bermuda, Liechtenstein, Monaco and San Marino.

Transition economies: South-East Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States.

Developing economies: in general all economies not specified above. For statistical purposes, the data for China

do not include those for Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (Hong Kong SAR), Macao Special Administrative 

Region (Macao SAR) and Taiwan Province of China.

Least developed countries: These refer to a group of 48 countries that have been identified as “least developed”

in terms of their low GDP per capita, their weak human assets and their high degree of economic vulnerability.

The boundaries and names shown and designations used on the maps presented in this publication do not imply

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Symbols which may have been used in the tables denote the following:

Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported. Rows in tables are omitted in those 

cases where no data are available for any of the elements in the row.

A dash (–) indicates that the item is equal to zero or its value is negligible.

A blank in a table indicates that the item is not applicable, unless otherwise indicated.

A slash (/) between dates representing years (e.g., 1994/95) indicates a financial year.

Use of a dash (–) between dates representing years (e.g. 1994–1995) signifies the full period involved, including the 

beginning and end years.

Reference to “dollars” ($) means United States dollars, unless otherwise indicated.

Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding.

The material contained in this study may be freely quoted with appropriate acknowledgement.
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PREFACE

As the evidence and impact of climate change increase, so does the urgency to develop new, clean ways of gener-

ating and using energy. And as global demand for energy increases, this quest will become even more urgent. This 

year the population of the planet reached 7 billion. By 2050 it may top 9 billion. All will need access to modern and 

affordable energy services.

The UNCTAD Technology and Innovation Report 2011 focuses on the important role of renewable energy technolo-

gies in responding to the dual challenge of reducing energy poverty while mitigating climate change. This is particularly 

timely as the global community prepares for the Rio+20 Conference next year. The Report identifies key capacity 

issues for developing countries and proposes concrete recommendations for the wider use of renewable energy 

technologies to promote sustainable development and poverty reduction. 

My high-level Advisory Group on Energy and Climate Change stressed that there is an urgent need to mobilize re-

sources and accelerate efforts to ensure universal access to energy. Creating an enabling environment for the pro-

motion and use of renewable energy technologies is a critical part of this effort, as recognized by the United Nations 

General Assembly when it declared next year as the “International Year for Sustainable Energy for All”. 

It is also at the heart of my recent launch of the Sustainable Energy for All initiative to help ensure universal access 

to modern energy services; double the rate of improvement in energy efficiency; and double the share of renewable 

energy in the global energy mix, all by the year 2030.

We can tackle both energy poverty and climate change by facilitating investment, enhancing access to technologies, 

and doing more to help developing countries make a transition to a greener path of economic growth. The Technology 

and Innovation Report 2011 helps point the way forward.

BAN Ki-moon

Secretary-General

United Nations
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