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NOTE

The terms country/economy as used in this Report also refer, as appropriate, to territories or areas; the designations 
employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authori-
ties, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. In addition, the designations of country groups are 
intended solely for statistical or analytical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage of 
development reached by a particular country or area in the development process. The major country groupings used 
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PREFACE

��	�	���������&������&����	�
��	����������
����	������(�����
��(�	�������	�
���	��������		����	��	����(������	�(	��
of our time.  Yet for many individuals in the developing world, access is still a major challenge, hindering their ability 
to learn

how to use technologies that would improve their lives and promote enterprise development.  That challenge is 
�&���
��	����������	����	��������������
�������)	����		)��(����&�	��	������(�	���������	���	�	�(��
��	���*� ����
insecurity, environmental threats and job creation.

Bridging the technological divide has become a core concern of the

����	������������7��	���	�����&�����������	8
������	�
��(�	�������������		�����	�����������	�9���	���&���	�	��
-
�	���<����*���	����	��������������&�����������		������������������	��������������(������(�
�

The increasing capacity of a growing number of countries in the South is a promising dynamic that signals the begin-
ning of a new era in global development.

#�����	��������	��	�	��
��(���&����	��	����)������	�
���	��������&������������=&
*���&��=��&������
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help to address the technological divide.

��	���>�#��Technology and Innovation Report 2012 focuses on how South-South collaboration can help address 
)	����
������%&	���������	������	�	��
��(���&����	������	��������������������������������	�����������	
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�	����(	����

I encourage governments and development partners to carefully consider the report’s recommendations as we con-
���	�������	������
�����	�	%&�����	*��&��������	���������&���	��	�	��
�	����������

BAN Ki-moon
Secretary-General

United Nations
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