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3 An ecosystem can be defined as “a system of complex interactions of populations between themselves and with their environment” or as 
the “joint functioning and interaction of these two compartments (populations and environment) in a functional unit of variable size” (FAO 
(2003)). 
4 UNCTAD (2007). 
5 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, 1992. Also known as the Earth Summit. For more information, see 
http://www.un.org/geninfo/bp/enviro.html. 
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6 The UNCTAD BioTrade Initiative supports initiatives related to species and ecosystems, not genetic resources.  
7 UNCTAD (2007). 
8 Ibid. 
9  For a detailed list of the principles and criteria, see UNCTAD BioTrade Principles and Criteria (2007), available at 
http://www.biotrade.org/ResourcesPublications/UNCTAD_BT_PC_en.pdf. 
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