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5INTRODUCTION

1. INTRODUCTION 

There is by now widespread recognition that trade 

vary by gender.1

are affected by international trade differently based 

intensive sectors. This is often accompanied, 

2 which was driven by 

changes that make physical strength less relevant, 

services can be adversely affected by social spending 

trade and gender point to the need for a gender 

socioeconomic characteristics, sectoral composition 
of the economy, geographical characteristics as 

in the socioeconomic characteristics of their member 

regional integration. 

3
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both political and economic considerations. The goal 
was to signal the belief in the importance of both 
democracy and economic development to achieve 

  

However, the process for the formation of a common 

than planned. 

important similarities or differences in the gender 
implications of regional integration across the two 

similarities or differences. Finally, based on this 

recommendations for how to make regional integration 

section 2 provides a comparative assessment of 

have proven to be effective for gender mainstreaming 
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2. LEGAL AND POLICY 
FRAMEWORK ON GENDER 
EQUALITY IN THE EAC AND 
MERCOSUR

This section presents a comparative assessment 
of the legal provisions and policy framework on 

International and national inputs for gender equality

arbitration.

which aims to harmonize legal and state obligations 

programmes at both the national and regional levels 

of United Nations conferences that increasingly 
recognized the central role of women and gender 

eliminate all forms of discrimination against women, 
and ratifying the ILO conventions. 

n 

government representatives and members of civil 

government representatives for gender affairs from 

its mission is to propose policy recommendations to 
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