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Corrigendum
Page ii
For elSBN: 978-92-1-004034-1 read elSBN: 978-92-1-004301-4

Page 10, figure 13

Replace the figure with the following figure:
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Page 27, table
Replace row 25 (Japan) with the following:

Japan i East Asia and Pacific

o

GE.19-17786 (E) Please recycle v



© 2019, United Nations

All rights reserved worldwide

Requests to reproduce excerpts or to photocopy should be addressed to the Copyright Clearance Center at
copyright.com.

All other queries on rights and licenses, including subsidiary rights, should be addressed to: United Nations
Publications, 300 East 42nd St, New York, NY 10017, United States of America.

Email: publications@un.org; website: un.org/publications

The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the United Nations or its officials or Member States.

This publication has been edited externally.

United Nations publication issued by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.

UNCTAD |DITC|COM|2019|1

ISBN: 978-92-1-112945-8
elSBN: 978-92-1-004034-1
Sales no.: E.19.11.D.8

Print ISSN: 2663-7111
Online ISSN: 2663-712X


mailto:publications%40un.org?subject=
un.org/publications

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS -

Acknowledgements

The State of Commodity Dependence 2019 was prepared by the Commodities Branch of the Division on International
Trade and Commodities of UNCTAD, under the overall guidance of Pamela Coke-Hamilton, Division Director.
Yanchun Zhang, Chief of Commmodities Branch, led the writing team, comprising Rodrigo Carcamo and Alexandra
Laurent.

The report benefited from comments received from UNCTAD colleagues Janvier Nkurunziza and Romain Perez.
Onno Hoffmeister provided the commodity price series included in the report. Catherine Katongola and Daniéle
Boglio of the Commodities Branch provided administrative assistance.

Magali Studer created the publication’s cover and was responsible for the desktop publishing and graphics.

For further information about this publication, please contact the Commaodities Branch, Division on International
Trade and Commodities, UNCTAD, Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland, tel. +41 22 917 56 76,
e-mail: commodities@unctad.org.

Chapter 1 Chapter 2 .
Table of contents Introduction Key Findings Country Statistical L|s_t qf Count‘ry iili
. Statistical Profiles
from the Report Profiles


mailto:commodities%40unctad.org?subject=

- THE STATE OF COMMODITY DEPENDENCE 2019

Introduction

A country is considered to be export-commodity-dependent when more than 60 per cent of its total merchandise
exports are composed of commodities. Given that commodity dependence can have a negative impact on a
country’s economic development, it is extremely important to monitor the evolution of such dependence in countries
throughout the world. In particular, detailed statistics on commodity dependence provide an invaluable tool for a
comprehensive analysis of its causes and consequences, and contribute significantly to the policy debate about
measures necessary to address it in the short and long terms.

The UNCTAD report titled State of Commodity Dependence is published every two years. This 2019 issue contains
statistical profiles for 189 countries comprising 30 indicators aimed at describing the extent of each country’s export
and import commodity dependence, as well as key structural and socioeconomic variables that are related to the
commodity dependence phenomenon, such as growth of gross domestic product (GDP) and per capita GDP levels,
the Human Development Index, value added by sector of the economy and institutional quality index, among others.

In order to expand the knowledge about commodity dependence, some changes have been made since the
2016 edition of the report. For example, statistical profiles for individual developed countries and economies in
transition have been added to those for individual developing countries. Also, the key socioeconomic and structural
indicators in each country profile have been revised, and an additional historical reference point (the year 1995, when
UNCTADStat started to disaggregate trade data) has been included for each monitored variable.

Further, an analytical chapter has been included in this 2019 issue of the State of Commodity Dependence to
complement the rich statistical section. The following are its key elements:

e Characterizes and quantifies the state of commodity dependence around the world.

* Presents the evolution of world commodity dependence over the past 20 years and provides examples
of how exports of countries with different economic structures and commodity dependence have evolved
during this period.

e Examines how economic growth and external debt deteriorated in many CDDCs following the drop in
commodity prices from their peak values.

e Explores the relationship between the level of development (measured in terms of GDP per capita), and
export concentration, in countries with different compositions of their export basket.

The topics covered in the analytical chapter of the State of Commodity Dependence 2019 are elaborated
in more detail in a background paper entitled “Commodity Dependence: A Twenty-Year Perspective”
(UNCTAD/DITC/COM/2019/2).

Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but acknowledgement is requested, together with a
copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint, to be sent to the UNCTAD secretariat.
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USGS
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