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  Corrigendum 

  Page ii 

For eISBN: 978-92-1-004034-1 read eISBN: 978-92-1-004301-4  

  Page 10, figure 13 

Replace the figure with the following figure: 

  

  Page 27, table 

Replace row 25 (Japan) with the following: 
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Introduction
A country is considered to be export-commodity-dependent when more than 60 per cent of its total merchandise 
exports are composed of commodities. Given that commodity dependence can have a negative impact on a 
country’s economic development, it is extremely important to monitor the evolution of such dependence in countries 
throughout the world. In particular, detailed statistics on commodity dependence provide an invaluable tool for a 
comprehensive analysis of its causes and consequences, and contribute significantly to the policy debate about 
measures necessary to address it in the short and long terms.

The UNCTAD report titled State of Commodity Dependence is published every two years. This 2019 issue contains 
statistical profiles for 189 countries comprising 30 indicators aimed at describing the extent of each country’s export 
and import commodity dependence, as well as key structural and socioeconomic variables that are related to the 
commodity dependence phenomenon, such as growth of gross domestic product (GDP) and per capita GDP levels, 
the Human Development Index, value added by sector of the economy and institutional quality index, among others. 

In order to expand the knowledge about commodity dependence, some changes have been made since the 
2016 edition of the report. For example, statistical profiles for individual developed countries and economies in 
transition have been added to those for individual developing countries. Also, the key socioeconomic and structural 
indicators in each country profile have been revised, and an additional historical reference point (the year 1995, when 
UNCTADStat started to disaggregate trade data) has been included for each monitored variable. 

Further, an analytical chapter has been included in this 2019 issue of the State of Commodity Dependence to 
complement the rich statistical section. The following are its key elements: 

•	 Characterizes and quantifies the state of commodity dependence around the world.

•	 Presents the evolution of world commodity dependence over the past 20 years and provides examples 
of how exports of countries with different economic structures and commodity dependence have evolved 
during this period.

•	 Examines how economic growth and external debt deteriorated in many CDDCs following the drop in 
commodity prices from their peak values. 

•	 Explores the relationship between the level of development (measured in terms of GDP per capita), and 
export concentration, in countries with different compositions of their export basket. 

The topics covered in the analytical chapter of the State of Commodity Dependence 2019 are elaborated 
in more detail in a background paper entitled “Commodity Dependence: A Twenty-Year Perspective”  
(UNCTAD/DITC/COM/2019/2). 

Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but acknowledgement is requested, together with a 
copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint, to be sent to the UNCTAD secretariat. 
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	ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

	

	 CDC	 commodity-dependent country	

	 CDDC	 commodity-dependent developing country	

	 EIA	 Energy Information Administration (United States)	

	 GDP	 gross domestic product	

	 Ha	 hectare	

	 HDI	 Human Development Index	

	 LDC	 least developed country	

	 LLDC	 landlocked developing country	

	 OPEC 	 Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries	

	 SIDS	 small island developing States	

	 SITC	 Standard International Trade Classification	

	 USDA	 United States Department of Agriculture	

	 USGS	 United States Geological Survey	
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