
 

 

mailto:Patrick.osakwe@unctad.org
mailto:Jean-Marc.Kilolo@un.org


_____________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

  



_____________________________________________________________________________________  

  

1 



 



_____________________________________________________________________________________  

YEAR 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Measure Flow 
          

US Dollars 

at current  

prices  

(in millions) 

Exports 16129 121378 104877 147905 521435 602322 553130 389783 355425 413836 

Imports 14538 96490 94444 129914 479324 640538 644698 555143 496311 534262 

Percentage  

of total world 

Exports 5.1 5.9 3.0 2.3 3.4 3.2 2.9 2.4 2.2 2.3 

Imports 4.4 4.6 2.6 2.0 3.1 3.4 3.4 3.3 3.1 3.0 

Source: UNCTADstat Database. 
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Source: compiled using data from UNCTADstat Database. 

ECONOMY     

Developing 

Africa 

    

Developing 

America 

    

Developing 

Asia 

Africa 

excluding 

South 

Africa 

Northern 

Africa 

Sub-

Saharan 

Africa 

YEAR MEASURE 
     

1995 Concentration Index 0.25 0.09 0.09 0.34 0.36 0.21 

Diversification 

Index 

0.59 0.36 0.32 0.68 0.71 0.59 

2005 Concentration Index 0.43 0.12 0.12 0.52 0.47 0.42 

Diversification 

Index 

0.60 0.33 0.27 0.66 0.69 0.60 

2013 Concentration Index 0.41 0.13 0.12 0.49 0.41 0.42 

Diversification 

Index 

0.54 0.34 0.23 0.60 0.61 0.58 

2014 Concentration Index 0.36 0.12 0.11 0.44 0.31 0.39 

Diversification 

Index 

0.54 0.34 0.23 0.60 0.58 0.58 
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2015 Concentration Index 0.26 0.09 0.10 0.33 0.23 0.28 

Diversification 

Index 

0.53 0.34 0.24 0.61 0.57 0.58 

2016 Concentration Index 0.22 0.08 0.10 0.29 0.21 0.24 

Diversification 

Index 

0.54 0.34 0.24 0.61 0.57 0.58 

2017 Concentration Index 0.24 0.09 0.10 0.31 0.23 0.26 

Diversification 

Index 

0.54 0.35 0.23 0.61 0.57 0.59 

Notes: The product concentration index lies between 0 and 1, with higher values indicating a higher degree 

of export concentration. The diversification index measures the absolute deviation of a country’s trade 

structure from the world pattern. It also lies between 0 and 1 and higher values indicate more deviation of 

a country’s export structure from the global pattern. 

Source: UNCTADstat Database. 

 1995 2005 2010 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Developing Africa 12.01 9.51 13.88 14.51 15.47 17.81 17.60 16.65 

Developing America 20.50 18.66 19.98 19.61 18.31 17.20 16.25 16.59 

Developing Asia 42.22 46.59 51.41 54.68 54.14 53.60 52.99 53.07 

America (developed economies) 35.87 40.78 32.39 31.82 32.36 31.13 30.66 30.61 

Europe 66.34 71.76 69.03 65.52 66.37 66.06 66.82 66.69 

AMU (Arab Maghreb Union) 3.90 1.97 2.39 3.55 4.11 4.11 4.10 3.45 

CEN-SAD (Community of Sahel-

Saharan States) 

7.44 6.32 6.03 7.18 7.03 8.22 8.73 8.26 

COMESA (Common Market for Eastern 

and Southern Africa) 

5.70 5.30 7.15 9.09 9.93 11.47 9.74 11.50 

EAC (East African Community) 17.50 18.98 18.69 19.55 21.17 22.52 19.76 19.35 

ECCAS (Economic Community of 

Central African States) 

1.39 1.17 2.03 1.67 1.51 2.08 1.92 2.24 

ECOWAS (Economic Community of 

West African States) 

9.43 9.63 7.69 9.18 8.29 9.97 11.23 10.18 

IGAD (Intergovernmental Authority on 

Development) 

11.81 10.47 9.07 13.31 14.50 16.31 16.01 16.01 



SADC (Southern African Development 

Community) 

14.66 10.73 18.04 18.67 19.27 21.71 20.83 19.83 

Source: UNCTADstat Database. 

 

 
1995 2005 2010 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Developing Africa 10.76 13.66 14.66 14.38 13.68 13.40 12.95 12.93 

Developing America 18.99 21.17 20.04 19.05 17.68 16.07 15.67 16.05 

Developing Asia 37.92 51.43 52.74 53.55 54.27 54.94 52.49 55.18 

America (developed economies) 27.60 23.18 20.41 20.84 21.20 19.34 18.72 18.70 

Europe 64.88 66.23 62.82 62.92 63.16 63.13 63.29 62.84 

AMU  3.62 2.99 2.86 3.45 3.27 2.65 2.51 2.33 

CEN-SAD  5.59 6.91 5.98 6.65 5.87 5.62 5.44 5.47 

COMESA 4.16 6.15 6.49 6.60 6.12 5.91 5.40 6.31 

EAC 10.54 10.43 8.29 7.43 7.40 6.75 6.97 6.94 

ECCAS  2.61 3.38 5.05 5.47 2.68 4.45 4.59 5.63 

ECOWAS  8.40 12.50 9.41 11.30 9.73 9.11 8.88 8.68 

IGAD  7.01 5.53 4.86 4.09 3.71 3.54 3.18 3.77 

SADC 14.99 17.20 20.22 19.67 19.42 20.41 21.33 20.99 

Source: UNCTADstat Database. 

Importing Region 

Developed 

Countries East Asia 

Latin 

America South Asia 

Sub-Saharan 

Africa 

Transition 

Economies 

W.Asia & 

N.Africa 

Developed Countries 1.6 2.6 1.2 2.1 0.4 1.7 0.6 

East Asia 4.9 2.7 5.4 3.2 1.7 3.8 1.8 

Latin America 3.8 8.0 1.1 10.9 1.9 2.0 2.9 

South Asia 10.7 10.4 17.8 6.8 5.7 8.1 9.2 

Sub-Saharan Africa 7.4 11.6 9.0 8.3 3.1 8.6 5.4 

Transition Economies 3.4 1.9 2.0 4.0 0.6 0.4 4.7 

W.Asia & N.Africa 3.2 5.5 6.4 4.0 2.6 8.7 1.9 

Source: UNCTAD (2019). 
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