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NOTE

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) serves as the lead entity within the United 
Nations Secretariat for matters related to science and technology as part of its work on the integrated treatment of 
trade and development, investment and finance. The current UNCTAD work programme is based on the mandates 
set at quadrennial conferences, as well as on the decisions of the General Assembly of the United Nations and 
the United Nations Economic and Social Council that draw upon the recommendations of the United Nations 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development, which is served by the UNCTAD secretariat. The 
UNCTAD work programme is built on its three pillars of research and analysis, consensus-building and technical 
cooperation, and is carried out through intergovernmental deliberations, research and analysis, technical assistance 
activities, seminars, workshops and conferences.

This series of publications seeks to contribute to exploring current issues in science, technology and innovation, 
with particular emphasis on their impact on developing countries.

The designations of country groups are intended solely for statistical or analytical convenience and do not necessarily 
express a judgment about the stage of development reached by a particular country or area.

The term “dollars” ($) refers to United States dollars unless otherwise specified.
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