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1 As discussed by Fortunato and Panizza (2015), education generally improve the functioning of democratic institutions 

by increasing informational flows and developing the cognitive skills that are necessary to effectively participate in a 

representative democracy. 
2 As a matter of fact, increased exposure to immigrants appears to induce more negative attitudes towards immigration 

among low-educated workers or those working in economically declining sectors (e.g. Mayda, 2006; Pecoraro and 

Ruedin, 2016 and 2020). 
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3 Not all EU countries are covered by the ESS. For more details and to see which countries took part in each ESS round, 

please consult https://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/about/participating_countries.html on the official ESS website. 
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In this section we use econometric methods to check whether the partial correlations 
between our proxies for Euroscepticism (i.e., low trust in EU parliament and preference 
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