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FOREWORD 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 
 
The UNCTAD Handbook of Statistics provides a comprehensive 
collection of statistical data relevant to the analysis of world 
trade, investment and development for the use of government 
officials, university and other research specialists, and others 
interested in these subjects.  
 
 
As the complementary CD-ROM version of the Handbook 
presents the full time series of data, this printed publication 
focuses on recent statistics.  
 
The tables, while largely based on existing international and 
national data sources, provide a compilation of data that is 
unique in the following ways:  
 
 
♦ Wherever possible, data are presented in an analytical 

way, through the use of rank orderings, growth rates, 
shares and other special calculations, so as to facilitate 
their interpretation. Statistical classifications have been 
condensed into groupings of particular relevance to the 
analysis of trade and development. 

 

♦ Time series of basic trade data cover periods that the 
UNCTAD secretariat considers as particularly relevant to 
statistical and other applicable analysis.  

 

♦ A number of the series shown represent UNCTAD 
secretariat estimates based on detailed research and 
analysis. Examples are the terms of trade and related 
indices (shown in tables 2.1). 

 

♦ Every effort has been made to take account of all available 
information in order to provide as complete coverage as 
possible for individual countries. In some cases this has 
involved secretariat judgements regarding data sources for 
a particular country.  

 
Particular acknowledgement is made of the cooperation 
extended by the Statistics Division, Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs of the United Nations, as well as by other 
international organisations, in the preparation of this publication. 
 

Le but du Manuel de statistiques de la CNUCED est de fournir, 
à l’intention des administrations nationales, des universitaires et 
autres spécialistes de la recherche, des organisations 
internationales,  et de tous ceux que la question intéresse, 
l'ensemble de données statistiques essentielles à l'analyse du 
commerce mondial, de l'investissement et du développement.  
 
Comme la version CD-ROM du Manuel, complémentaire à cette 
publication, présente les séries complètes de données, la 
version imprimée fait apparaître les valeurs récentes. 
 
Les tableaux, qui font appel principalement aux sources de 
données internationales et nationales existantes, forment un 
catalogue unique de statistiques établies de la manière  
suivante : 
 
♦ Chaque fois que possible, les données ont été présentées 

d'une manière analytique, classées par ordre de grandeur, 
taux de croissance, parts et autres calculs spéciaux, afin 
d'en faciliter l'interprétation. Des groupements se prêtant 
particulièrement bien à l'analyse du commerce et du 
développement ont été réalisés au sein des nomenclatures 
statistiques. 

♦ Les séries chronologiques de données de base sur le 
commerce couvrent des périodes que le secrétariat de la 
CNUCED  considère être d’une importance particulière 
pour des analyses statistiques et autres analyses du sujet. 

♦ Un certain nombre de séries correspondent à des 
estimations du secrétariat de la CNUCED fondées sur des 
recherches et des analyses détaillées. On peut mentionner 
à cet égard les termes de l'échange et indices connexes 
(figurant aux tableaux 2.1). 

♦ Le secrétariat s'est efforcé de tenir compte de tous les 
renseignements disponibles afin de brosser dans chaque 
cas un tableau aussi complet que possible de la situation. 
Ce faisant, il a parfois dû opérer un choix entre différentes 
sources de données pour tel ou tel pays.  

 
Le secrétariat de la CNUCED tient à remercier la Division de 
statistiques, Département des affaires économiques et sociales 
de l'ONU, et diverses organisations internationales du concours 
qu'elles ont apporté à la préparation de cette publication.
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 GENERAL NOTES 

 
 
 
 
 These notes summarize briefly the coverage of each part of 
the Handbook and highlight modifications as compared with 
previous issues. The 2002 version of the UNCTAD Handbook of 
Statistics offers users two new parts or categories of statistics. 
Figures on trade in services now form a separate category (V) 
and include two new tables. The part Special studies (VIII) 
includes sets of data published in the Handbook for the first time 
in order to further enhance the analytical value of the publication 
and to respond to the interests and suggestions of users. The 
Annex that contained information on the network of world 
exports, which was published in previous issues of the 
Handbook, has been discontinued in the printed version, but the 
corresponding data are included on the CD-ROM.  
 
 Chapter and table numbering and titles have been modified 
where appropriate in order to exactly match the numbering of 
tables in the CD-ROM version of the UNCTAD Handbook of 
Statistics 2002, and thus to make locating information easier for 
those who use both versions complementarily.  
 
 The next paragraphs contain short descriptions of all the 
data tables presented in the Handbook. The following 
designations are used: 

* indicates a data set presented in the Handbook for the 
first time 

** gives a corresponding table number from the 2001 
edition of the printed version of the Handbook 

*** designates a table number from the 2001 issue to which 
this year's version of the table partially corresponds. 

 
 

PART ONE 

Value, growth and shares of world trade in current prices; 
trade balances; intra-trade by region 

 The national system of reporting (general trade or special 
trade) and valuation is indicated in table 1.1A. Regional totals for 
developed market-economy countries have been adjusted 
where necessary to approximate imports c.i.f. and exports f.o.b. 
in special trade. (**1.1/2) The same data for different economic 
groupings are shown in table 1.1B. (**1.3/4) 
 Table 1.1C includes shares of world exports and imports. 
(**1.9/10) 
 Growth rates derived from tables 1.1A and 1.1B are 
presented in tables 1.2A (**1.5/6) and 1.2B (**1.7/8). 
 Table 1.3 contains trade balances (exports f.o.b. minus 
imports c.i.f.) and these balances as a percentage of imports by 
country, region and economic grouping. (**1.11/12) 
 Table 1.4 shows the relative importance of intra-trade in 
total trade of different trade blocs or regional groupings. (1.13*) 
  
 

PART TWO 

Volume, unit value and terms of trade indices  
by region and economic grouping;  

commodity price indices 

 The group of tables 2.1 (2.1A to 2.1F) shows volume and 
unit value indices for exports and imports, and the terms of trade 
and purchasing power of exports for developed and developing 
countries by region and economic grouping. The indices for 
developing countries and territories are based on estimates by 
the UNCTAD secretariat. (**2.1 to 2.6) Complete details are 
shown in table 8.1, which also provides a description of the 
methodology.    
 Table 2.2 includes aggregated price indices for primary 
commodity groups such as food, tropical beverages, vegetable 
oilseeds and oils, agricultural raw materials and minerals, ores 
and metals as well as a combined price index in current US 
dollars. 

Also included are the annual and quarterly free-market price 
indices of selected commodities exported by developing 
countries. For reference, market prices in current dollars are 
shown for the base year. The table is based on data from the 
UNCTAD Commodity Price Bulletin. (**2.7) 
 
 

PART THREE 

Network of world trade: summary by selected regions of 
origin and destination; export and import structure by 

selected commodity groups 

 Tables 3.1A and 3.1B show, respectively, the export and 
import structure of individual countries by main regions of origin 
and destination. (**3.3 and 3.4) 
 The group of tables 3.2.1 presents the export structure by 
destination and by major commodity groups for the world and 
selected regions, while tables grouped under the 3.2.2 heading 
provide the same information for imports by origin. The complete 
data on which the figures shown are based are contained in 
table 3.2 of the CD-ROM version of the UNCTAD Handbook of 
Statistics 2002. (**3.1 and 3.2) 
 
  

PART FOUR 

Export and import structure by commodity group and by 
country; major exports of developing countries and 

territories by leading exporters 

 Tables 4.1A and 4.1B show the export and import structure 
of individual countries and territories for selected years. The 
tables contain the share of total trade accounted for by specific 
commodity categories. (**4.1 and 4.2) 
 Tables 4.2A, B and C present SITC group Revision 2 (3-
digit) level exports for the world, for developed countries and for 
developing countries and territories respectively. The share of 
the commodity in the exports of the region and world is shown, 
as are its annual average growth rate in the region and its 
deviation from that of the world. (**4.3A, B and C) 
  Table 4.2D shows the leading exports at the SITC group 
Revision 2 (3-digit) level for individual countries and territories. 
Each commodity's share in the total exports of the countries, as 
well as in those of the region and the world, is also presented. 
(**4.3D) 
  Table 4.2E includes information on the major exporters of 70 
leading commodities among developing countries and territories 
at the SITC group Revision 2 (3-digit) level, with their shares 
shown in a manner similar to that used in table 4.2 D. (**4.4) 
 
 

PART FIVE 

Trade in services 
 Table 5.1 presents the value of total trade in commercial 
services by country, region and economic grouping. The figures 
refer to 10 principal service categories as defined in the IMF 
Balance of Payments Manual (1993, BPM 5). However, 
government services, n.i.e., the 11th category in the BPM 5 
division, are not taken into account. The aggregate figures 
presented also include the UNCTAD secretariat's estimates that 
are not shown separately. (**1.14) 
 Table 5.2A* indicates 20 major exporters, among developing 
countries, for each of the 10 principal service categories as 
defined in the IMF Balance of Payments Manual (1993, BPM 5). 
Government services, n.i.e., are not included. Table 5.2B* 
presents the same information for 20 major importers of services 
among developing countries.  

Table 5.3* focuses on travel services. It presents selected 
tourism statistics for individual countries for recent years. 
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