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The Front Cover

The front cover shows detail from a social map of Sholi Cellule in Nyanza District, Butare Province, Rwanda. The map
is part of the Rwanda Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper published in 2002. The map is the result of a participatory
process of project planning and implementation at the cellule level through which the community seeks to identify its
most important development problems. As part of the process, the cellule members collectively draw a social map that
indicates details of every household’s location, their social category, type of shelter, all social and economic infrastruc-
ture and landmarks in the cellule. The map is first drawn on the ground using local materials and later copied onto a
piece of cloth for the community to keep as a tool for future planning.

The community itself defines how they categorise the people in their community. In Sholi Cellule, they identified four
social categories which are marked on the map as follows:

Category of poor Map Number of Characteristics
Symbol households

Umutindi/Umukene Nyakujya ! 43 They have to beg and have nothing; no clothes, no food, no shelter.
Their children cannot go to school, they cannot afford medical care
and have no farmland.

Umutindi/Umukene ? 114 They do not have sufficient food but can work for others to survive,
they dress poorly, have insufficient farmland and can hardly get
medical care. They have shelter but no livestock and are
always suffering.

Umutindi/Umukene wifashije x 60 They have small and poor shelter, and a minimal harvest, their
children can go to primary school, they can clothe themselves
but with difficulty, they can hardly access medical care,
but manage to have sufficient to eat and they have small ruminants.

Umukungu u 13 They have excess harvest to sell and livestock, they can afford
medical care, and have a little money. Their children can go to
secondary school. They eat well, are neat, have a good house and
a bicycle, and can engage others as labour.

The map is reproduced with permission.

Symbols on the Map
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