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Preface 
 
The successful integration of developing countries into the world economy requires not 

only an enabling international environment, but also strong supply capabilities, reinforced 
through technology transfer and enhanced enterprise competitiveness at the national level. 
Foreign direct investment (FDI) can play an important role in this effort.  

 
The year 2004 saw the beginning of a recovery of world FDI flows after three years of 

decline. The recovery was led by developing countries: flows to them rose to an estimated 
US$255 billion in 2004, from US$173 billion a year earlier.  As a result, developing countries 
now account for 42% of world FDI flows – the highest share in two decades (except for 1994, 
when it was the same).  They also attracted half of more than 9,000 greenfield projects (i.e. 
new investment projects as opposed to mergers and acquisitions) undertaken in 2004. This is 
an encouraging trend.  

 
As the focal point in the United Nations system for matters related to FDI and 

technology, as well as enterprise competitiveness, UNCTAD, through the Division on 
Investment, Technology and Enterprise Development (DITE), assists developing countries in 
building productive capacities and international competitiveness. 

 
This work is carried out through policy research and analysis, technical assistance and 

consensus building. In 2004, DITE organized some 100 conferences, meetings and workshops, 
produced over 90 publications, including the World Investment Report 2004 – one of 
UNCTAD’s flagship publications – and carried out over 60 advisory missions. In addition, 
the Division made substantive contributions to the preparatory process of the eleventh 
Ministerial Conference of UNCTAD (UNCTAD XI), in São Paulo, Brazil, and the event itself, 
in June 2004.  

 
UNCTAD XI, which gave direction to the Organization’s work for the coming four 

years, reaffirmed the importance of attracting investment and benefiting from it. It requested 
the Secretariat – through DITE – to maintain a lead role in investment, technology and 
enterprise competitiveness. Work on corporate responsibility, home country measures, 
intellectual property rights and linkages between transnational corporations (TNCs) and 
domestic firms received added impetus.  

 
The Division is now called upon to meet the challenge of adequately addressing these 

new issues, while continuing to implement its established work programme. The continued 
extra-budgetary support from donor Governments – which is gratefully acknowledged – will 
become even more important to deliver the work. 
 

The DITE Activities Report 2004 provides an overview of the work undertaken in the 
Division over the past year. Where possible, it also gives an indication of results and impact.  

 
My appreciation goes to all who supported the Division in the past twelve months, but 

most of all to the dedicated staff, who met the demands of an increased workload amidst 
limited resources. 

 
 
 

Karl P. Sauvant 
Director 

Geneva, January 2005  Division on Investment Technology and Enterprise Development 

 3

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_10382


