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Note

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters with figures. 
Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document. 

The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the United Nations secretariat or of the organizations and institutions with 
which the authors may be connected.  The designations employed and the presentation of the 
material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or 
area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but full acknowledgement 
is requested. A copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint should be sent to the 
UNCTAD secretariat at: Palais  des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland  
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Abstract 

The United Nations General Assembly will hold a comprehensive Mid-term Review 
(MTR) of progress in implementation of the Programme of Action during its 61st session in 
September 2006. As part of its contribution to the MTR, UNCTAD designed and implemented a 
project aimed at providing a qualitative assessment of progress in the implementation of the 
Programme of Action in selected countries. The work undertaken by UNCTAD, including under 
this project, reveals considerable variations in the economic performance of LDCs and, progress 
towards attaining the goals and targets of the PoA. In addition to providing succinct analysis of 
progress in the implementation of the PoA, the present study draws policy lessons and 
conclusions from the experiences of the countries covered by the project. It also puts forward 
recommendations for the strengthened implementation of actions and commitments of the PoA 
during the remaining five years. Moreover, the study provides a methodological framework for 
monitoring and evaluation implementation of the PoA that is sufficiently flexible for application 
in a range of different contexts. It argues that assessing the socio-economic impact of 
internationally adopted programmes of action such as the PoA for LDCs is complex and 
daunting, partly due to data limitations and,to complex factors influencing growth and 
development trajectories in LDCs. What proportion of the change in the socio-economic 
performance indicator can be attributed to policy intervention and what proportion is due to 
exogenous influences? 

Key words:  Mid-term Review, Assessment, Implementation, Progress, Programme of 
Action (PoA), Goals, Targets, LDCs, UNCTAD 
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