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UNCTAD
AT A GLANCE

1st Geneva-based United Nations organization to initiate

a carbon-neutral initiative

3 Pillars of work:

• consensus-building

 • research and analysis

 • technical cooperation

5 Main programmes of work:

 • globalization and development strategies

 • investment, technology and enterprise development

• international trade in goods and services and commodities

 • Africa, least developed countries and special programmes

43 Years of promoting the development-friendly integration

of developing countries into the world economy

48% Female staff

193 Member States

200 Partnerships forged with civil society organizations

310 Technical cooperation projects currently being implemented

in 83 countries

456 Dedicated staff members, with professional staff drawn

from 99 countries

$40m In voluntary contributions for operational activities,

of which $7.7m was contributed by developing countries

and countries with economies in transition

$56m Total regular budget for 2007, from the regular budget

of the United Nations

www.unctad.org
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In this complex environment, UNCTAD has continued to 

productive capacities in the least developed countries to 

areas as trade in services, commodities, investment and 

efforts and promotes streamlined administrative procedures.

Supachai Panitchpakdi

Secretary-General of UNCTAD
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FOREWORD BY 
THE SECRETARY-

GENERAL
OF UNCTAD
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ABOUT
UNCTAD
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international economic agenda in favour of development.

At our intergovernmental meetings, the countries of the 

G-77, developed countries and countries with economies in

to key trade and development issues.

Working with other partners

Over the years, we have increased our partnership activities 

with international institutions, regional organizations, civil

society, academia and the business community to make our

work more effective. For example, our Virtual Institute works 

with a number of universities; we offer training courses in 

collaboration with the United Nations regional commissions;

and we provide assistance to least developed countries

(LDCs) through the Integrated Framework for Trade-related

Technical Assistance to LDCs, jointly with WTO, the Inter-

national Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO (ITC), the International

Monetary Fund (IMF), the United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank.

Non-governmental organizations and civil society organiza-

tions, such as professional associations, religious groups,

trade unions and chambers of commerce, as well as 

academics, increasingly participate in our meetings as

UNCTAD has launched a carbon-neutral initiative in response to United Nations Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon’s call to make the United Nations climate-neutral. An in-house audit to 

determine UNCTAD’s carbon footprint has been completed, and a carbon mitigation strategy 

will now be developed: a carbon offset project will be announced by UNCTAD’s Secretary-General 

at UNCTAD XII.

www.unctad.org/climatechange
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DID YOU
KNOW?

Delegates at a meeting of the Preparatory Committee for UNCTAD XII
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development implications of tourism and on the use of ICTs 

Conference and Exhibition in New Delhi; and a biofuels 

development role, impact and institutional effectiveness.

and culture, Creative Africa will showcase African arts, crafts,

Conference.

www.unctadxii.org
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Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro (far left)

UNCTAD staff at a meeting in preparation for UNCTAD XII

São Paulo Consensus

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

rules, practices and processes on the one hand, and 

the implementation of national development policies and 

Preparing for UNCTAD XII
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Development of Ghana, signing the Host Country Agreement, Accra



1ADDRESSING
DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGIES
IN A GLOBALIZED
ECONOMY
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Addressing the challenges of debt 

Nations on developments in external debt problems of 

deliberations on these subjects builds on the results of 
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Training for policymakers on issues raised in recent editions of the Trade and Development Report
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Developing Economies:

Total debt as % of Exports of goods and services

has continued to decrease.

Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD, speaking at the seminar 

e. It has left no

dependence of national economies has increased to a point 

interdependence and the interaction between national and 

Generating ideas through policy-relevant research

Trade and Development Report and its discussiont

For instance, issues raised in recent editions of the report 

rates, taxes or subsidies.

Trade and Development Report, 2007:

Regional Cooperation for Development

to the Trade and Development Report, 2007

disciplines as tariffs and export subsidies to ensure a safe 

dimension built into international trade rules. 

www.unctad.org/tdr

“[UNCTAD’s] latest annual report provides a valuable developing-country viewpoint, emphasizing

aspects of current economic trends that often escape attention in other commentary.”

Oxford Analytica, 6 September 2007
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