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fOREWORd

In today’s global trade landscape, deeper regional 
integration is an important policy choice that governments 
can make to ensure the creation of markets for their small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). The Arab region 
has made integration and better connection of its markets 
a priority, but the figures show that compared with other 
regions, intra-Arab trade remains low, despite a number of 
existing regional trade agreements.

This publication on intra-Arab trade seeks to provide greater 
information and transparency on the integration story in the 
region and to do this through the lens of the SMEs. It brings 
a new perspective to some of the underlying economic 
forces at work, and suggests that the move to enhanced 
integration is on an upward trajectory. By boosting the trade 
capacity of regional SMEs, and their opportunities to access 
markets, growth and job creation will follow. But there is a 
need to better identify and address the existing constraints 
they face. 

ITC’s enterprise-level analysis of four economies in the 
region provides insight into the practical day-to-day 
challenges these enterprises face. Addressing non-tariff 
measures (NTMs), and ensuring regional market regulation 
compliance, are just two of the areas that are examined in 
the publication.

The analysis, however, suggests that many of these barriers 
can be addressed locally, nationally and regionally. The 
key message is that market access begins at home, and 
that there is greater scope for governments to streamline 
processes, harmonize regulations in the region, and work 
with exporters to provide consistent, transparent and timely 
information.

The good news is that Arab leaders and institutions recognize 
the untapped opportunity for business and investment. They 
are taking action through regional dialogue, transparency 
and efficiency initiatives, and through ensuring that enabling 
policies are in place to ease the cost and time of doing 
business and of trading in the region. 

This publication is the latest in ITC’s series of publications 
that capture company perspectives on NTMs. Over the 
past five years, ITC has documented business experiences 
through its NTM Surveys and has interviewed over 15,000 
exporters and importers in 30 developing countries.

We hope that this publication will serve as a foundation 
to facilitate trade, particularly for the SMEs in the region. 
ITC remains committed to supporting the Arab region in 
achieving regional trade impact for good.

Arancha González
ITC Executive Director
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