
KENYA:  
Sustainable investment in agro-
processing and light manufacturing 

In partnership with:



Street address: ITC
  54-56, rue de Montbrillant
  1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Postal address: ITC
  Palais des Nations
  1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 

Telephone: +41-22 730 0111

Fax:  +41-22 733 4439

E-mail:  itcreg@intracen.org

Internet:  http://www.intracen.org

The International Trade Centre (ITC) is the joint agency of 
the World Trade Organization and the United Nations.

© International Trade Centre 2019

mailto:itcreg%40intracen.org?subject=
http://www.intracen.org


Kenya: Sustainable investment  
in agroprocessing and light manufacturing 



ABOUT THE REPORT

Set within the context of increasing Chinese investment in Africa, this guide for Chinese investors shows how 
to embrace sustainability along their investment journey in Kenya. 

The guide contains mandatory requirements and additional sustainability practices for agroprocessing and 
light manufacturing for the country. It shows investors how to benefit from caring for the environment and 
local communities. It also helps them to embed sustainability in all steps of their business operations, thus 
contributing to sustainable development.
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Foreword  
International Trade Centre

The Partnership for Investment and Growth in Africa (PIGA) is supporting Kenya to 
attract foreign direct investment, with a high potential developmental impact in the 
agroprocessing and light manufacturing sectors, to contribute to job and growth 
creation and spillover benefits for the local economy.

Foreign investment in these two productive sectors can unlock opportunities to 
increase exports to regional and global markets, and better serve the local market, 
while contributing to the country’s development agenda. To do so, investors need to 
implement more inclusive and sustainable social, environmental and labour practices, 
aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

With the aim to promote sustainable investment practices in Kenya, this handbook 
provides investors guidance on how to comply with legal requirements and presents 
additional practices concerning environmental and social sustainability to be considered 
throughout business operations in the country. It also provides information on the 
business case of sustainable investment. 

The findings stem from extensive research within the country and in China, joining the 
insights of various ministries, investors, and other stakeholders with the trade expertise 
and support of the International Trade Centre. I hope that this investment guide proves 
a useful tool for companies and policymakers in Kenya.

Arancha González
Executive Director 
International Trade Centre
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Foreword  
KenInvest

As an authority mandated to promote and facilitate investments in Kenya, KenInvest has 
an obligation to ensure that investors impart enduring and maximum positive impact 
on the global and local environment, community and economy, and thus contribute to 
attaining the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Chinese investment in Kenya has 
been on the rise during recent years and is expected to grow further. 

This first handbook on sustainable investments in agroprocessing and light 
manufacturing, developed for Chinese investors in Kenya, is thus timely, and will guide 
them on how to do business responsibly and sustainably. It will also be useful for 
investors from all origins.

The handbook provides an understanding of the basic concepts and business case 
for implementing sustainable and responsible investment practices, sets out the legal 
requirements for environmental and labour laws in Kenya, and provides useful information 
on what to consider at each stage of the investment process in light manufacturing and 
agroprocessing, two of the most important priority sectors in the country. 

Further, the handbook suggests voluntary measures that contribute to sustainable and 
responsible investment and corporate social responsibility activities.

We congratulate the International Trade Centre’s Partnership for Investment and Growth 
in Africa (PIGA) project for publishing this handbook, and commit our effort in its 
implementation. We therefore urge investors, our partners and other stakeholders to use 
this handbook as we continue to contribute to the process of Kenya’s transformation.

Moses Ikiara
Managing Director 
Kenya Invest Authority (KenInvest)
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About ITC

Established in 1964, the International Trade Centre (ITC) is the joint agency of the World Trade Organization and 
the United Nations. Its mission is to foster inclusive and sustainable economic development and contribute 
to achieving the United Nations Global Goals for Sustainable Development. ITC is the only development 
agency that is fully dedicated to supporting the internationalization of small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs). It helps SMEs in developing and transition economies become more competitive and connected to 
international markets for trade and investment, thus raising incomes and creating job opportunities, especially 
for women, young people and poor communities. ITC works with policymakers, trade and investment support 
institutions, exporters and other stakeholders in the public and private sectors to enable export success of 
SMEs in developing countries and transition economies. 

http://www.intracen.org/

About the Partnership for Investment and Growth in Africa

The Partnership for Investment and Growth in Africa (PIGA) is part of Invest Africa, a flagship programme of 
the United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID) facilitating foreign direct investment 
with high development impact into selected African countries. 

Under Invest Africa, PIGA aims to contribute to job creation and sustainable growth in Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Mozambique and Zambia by supporting these countries to attract foreign direct investment, specifically 
Chinese investment, in the agroprocessing and light manufacturing sectors. PIGA is also designed to 
enhance the capacity of these countries for effective investment promotion.

PIGA is implemented by the International Trade Centre in cooperation with the China Council for the Promotion 
of International Trade (CCPIT) and the China–Africa Development Fund (CADFund). 

http://www.intracen.org/piga/

About KenInvest

Kenya Investment Authority (KenInvest) is a statutory body established in 2004 through an Act of Parliament 
(Investment Promotion Act No. 6 of 2004) with the main objective of promoting investments in Kenya to 
contribute to Kenya’s development strategy, Kenya Vision 2030, and its Big Four agenda. It is responsible for 
facilitating the implementation of new investment projects, providing After Care services for new and existing 
investments, as well as organizing investment promotion activities both locally and internationally. 

KenInvest’s mission is “to promote and facilitate domestic and foreign investment in Kenya by advocating for 
a conducive investment climate, providing accurate information and offering quality services for a prosperous 
Nation”.
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