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Social Protection Floor 
Advisory Group

This Advisory Group was convened in August 2010 by the ILO, with the 
collaboration of the WHO, under the framework of the United Nations 

System Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB) Social Protection Floor 
Initiative,* to enhance global advocacy and provide guidance on the conceptual 
and policy aspects of the social protection floor. This report outlines the main 
conclusions and recommendations of the Group.1

Composition of the Social Protection Floor Advisory Group:

Chair	 Michelle Bachelet

Members	 Aurelio Fernández López
	E brahim Patel
	E veline Herfkens
	 Kemal Derviş
	 Margaret Wilson
	 Martin Hirsch
	 Sudha Pillai
	 Zheng Silin 

Ex officio members	 Juan Somavia 
	 Margaret Chan

Executive Secretary	V inícius Pinheiro

*  The Social Protection Floor Initiative is co-led by the ILO and the WHO and formally involves 
a group of cooperating agencies including FAO, IMF, OHCHR, UN Regional Commissions, UNAIDS, 
UNDESA, UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA, UN-HABITAT, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNODC, UNRWA, 
WFP, WMO and the World Bank. See CEB (2009a).
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The United Nations Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, in his message on the 
occasion of the World Day of Social Justice, 20 February 2011, reminded 

us that the multilateral system should work together under a common policy 
approach – the social protection floor – to promote a very clear outcome: “No 
one should live below a certain income level, and everyone should have access to 
essential public services such as water and sanitation, health and education.”

His message was anchored politically in the conclusions of the Millennium 
Development Goals Summit (September 2010) and technically grounded in 
the work done under the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for 
Coordination (CEB) Social Protection Floor Initiative.

This Advisory Group was convened in August 2010 by the ILO with the 
collaboration of the WHO, as co-leaders of the CEB Social Protection Floor 
Initiative, to enhance global advocacy and provide guidance to the development 
and implementation of the social protection floor concept. This report summar-
izes our main conclusions and makes concrete recommendations to advance the 
extension of social protection coverage.

The distinguished members of the Advisory Group, drawn from different 
regions, brought to the exercise a great wealth and depth of experience on employ-
ment and labour issues, social and economic development, social security, health, 
planning, finance and international development cooperation. They have been 
engaged in policy formulation and decision-making at national, regional and 
global levels in both developing and developed countries. Their diverse cultural, 
technical and political backgrounds added significant value to the discussions.

We benefited from the excellent preparatory work done by the ILO and 
UNDP. This included the collection of 18 case studies of successful social pro-
tection floor experiences from 15 countries of the global South that served as the 
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