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Introduction




The 2012 Statistical Yearbook uses a new publication format, promoted by the FAO
Statistics Division. It goes beyond the traditional compilation of tables by including
more graphs, maps and text, highlighting the main trends and issues observed in the
data. This new format responds to new demands for a more comprehensive set of
statistics and indicators that provide a broader and more in-depth examination of the
various roles of agriculture.

This edition responds to the specific needs of African users by providing indicators for
each country as well as aggregate indicators for Regional Economic Communities and
for the entire African continent. Indicators for other regions of the world are presented
for easy comparison.

We hope you will find this book informative and useful.

Maria Helena Semedo Pietro Gennari
Assistant Director-General, FAO Chief Statistician,
FAO Regional Representative and Director,

for Africa Statistics Division
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