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FOREWORD

Action at the national and international levels was recommended
at various FAO meetings and seminars for the improvement of national
statistics on agricultural producer prices. The preparation by FAQ
of a manual on prices paid and prices received by farmers has been
repeatedly recommended, This provisional manual has been prepared
in response to these recommendations.

The main objective of the manual is to assist countries in the
improvement of their price statistics including its use in the training
of national staff in the collection and compilation of agricultural
producer prices. It is hoped that this manual will contribute to
promoting the compilation of data on agricultural producer prices and
to the improvement of their quality. The details of the treatment
given to the subject matter, and the descriptive style employed, have
been deliberately chosen so as to make the manual of particular use
to developing countries.

This manual is based on material prepared by Mr. $5.C. Chaudhri,
FAO Consultant, which was further reviewed and prepared for publication
by Mr. E.L. Snowdon, FAO Consultant.

For the purpose of revising this manual and issuing it in
final form, comments and suggestions by national and other statisti-
cians engaged in the collection of agricultural producer prices
will be greatly appreciated. These comments should be sent to the
Director, Statistics Division, FAQ, 00100 Rome, Italy.
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COLLECTION AND COMPILATION OF PRICES

RECEIVED AND PRICES PAID BY FARMERS

INTRODUCTICH

USES OF AGRICULTURAL PRICE DATA

Uses by individual farmers

Uses by private and cooperative business organizations
Uses by public agencies

Uses in agricultural sector accounts

Uses in agriculture's terms of trade

Cther uses

Two broad groups of uses

Comparison

Valuation

Influence of final use on the price collection system

TYPES OF AGRICULTURAL PRICES

Distribution channels

Prices received by farmers {producer prices)
Wholesale prices

Retail prices

Export prices

Prices paid by farmers

Conceptual distinction between prices received and
prices paid by farmers

Utilization of prices received and prices paid

STANDARDIZATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF COLLECTION OF
PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS

Market procedures survey

Technical censiderations

Definition of prices received by farmers
Techniques of averaging prices

Selection of commodities

Specification of variety and quality

Time of price collection

Period of price collection

Frequency of price collection

Unit of quotation

Other technical aspects

Selection of markets

Descriptive market schedules

Price reporting form (prices received by farmers)
Instructions for field staff .
Price spread

Sampling for price statistics

Survey of farmers for collecting prices received
Other sources of price statistics

Ancillary information
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STANDARDIZATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF COLLECTION OF
PRICES PAID BY FARMERS

Definition of prices paid by farmers
Requisites of agricultural production

Costs of production survey

Suggested list of production requisites
Commodity specifications

Locations for price reporting

Nature of price quotations

Time, period and frequency of price collection
Unit of quotation

Subgidies and taxes

Price reporting form (prices paid by farmers)
Instructions for field staff

Survey of farmers for collection of prices paid
Other sources of price statistics

COMPILATION, STATISTICAL TREATMENT, DISSEMINATION AND ANALYSIS

OF PRICES RECEIVED AND PRICES PAID BY FARMERS

The price reporting forms

Scrutiny of price reporting forms
Format for compilation

Averaging for comparison purposes
Averaging for valuation purposes

Index numbers

Index numbers of prices received by farmers
Index numbers of prices paid by farmers
Parity index numbers

Disgsemination

Publication

Timeliness of publication

Analysis

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE FOR PRICE COLLECTION

National price collection authority
Statisticians

Field workers or price reporters
Supervisors

Training

Compilers

Analyst and publishers

Other considerations
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APPENDICES

List of meetings, seminars, etc., at which the preparation
of a technical Manual on agricultural price statistics

has been recommended

Suggested content of descriptive market schedules

Example to illustrate the calculation of farm-gate
prices from wholesale market prices

Agricultural price index number construction
Prices paid by farmers for household consumption goods
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