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FOREWORD

The FAO has promoted the national Census of Agriculture since the 1950s. The next
Programme for the World Census of Agriculture 2000 (WCA 2000) proposes only very few
questions for non-agricultural activities, particularly for aquaculture. Given the increasing
importance of aquaculture, particularly in Asia and the close link between aquaculture and
agriculture, FAQ is promoting the collection of structural and other data on the aquaculture
sector as part of WCA 2000 Programme. The guidelines for aquaculture are provided in this
Supplement. s

The Supplement on Aquaculture is intended to assisted countries to improve their current
surveys of aquaculture and to provide a framework for those countries intending to develop
databases on aquaculture information. The supplement provides definitions, concepts,
standards and guidelines for collecting internationally comparable data on aspects such as
location and size of the farms, types of aquacultural activity, employment structure, resource
use and other aquacultural inputs. Although the relevant sections of the main WCA 2000
Programme are annexed in this Supplement, the Supplement should be read in conjunction
with the main programme.

1.. Kabat
Director, ESS

D. Ardill
Chief, FIDI
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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT

This Supplement provides guidelines for countries which would like to expand the scope and
coverage of their Census of Agriculture to include the collection of structural mformation on
aquaculture. The Supplement was prepared by Dr K. J. Rana of FAO’s Fishery Information,
Data and Statistics Unit (FIDI) in collaboration with FAQO’s Statistics Division (ESSS) from
working documents prepared by Ms Virgilia T. Sulit, SEAYDEC Aquaculture Department,
Tloilo, Philippines. .

Earlier drafts of this document were discussed with regional aquacultural and agricultural
experts and at international meetings. FAO is grateful to all who have participated in
producing this Supplement. Valuable advice and comments on the final draft were received
from Mr David Ardill, Mr Odell Larson, Mr Jean Viseur, Dr Richard Grainger, Ms Virgilia
Sulit, Dr Matthias Halwart and Mr Anton Immink.

This is the first version of this Supplement. FAO invites comments and suggestions in order
to improve the second version.
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Rana, K. L.
Guidelines on the collection of structural aquaculture statistics. Supplement to
the Programme for the World Census of Agriculture 2000,
FAOQ Statistical Development Series. No. 5b. Rome, FAO. 1997
56p.

ABSTRACT

The Census of Agriculture is a large scale national statistical operation for
collecting quantitative information on the structure of the countries food
production sector. The new Programme for the World Census of Agriculture
2000 (WCA 2000 Programme) recommends extending the scope of the
programme to include aquaculture. This Supplement on aquaculture 1s
intended to assist countries to improve their current surveys of aquaculture and
to provide a framework for those countries intending to develop databases on
aquaculture information. Its four chapters provide background information on
the need for the Supplement and definitions, concepts, standards and
guidelines for collecting internationally comparable data on aspects such as
location and size of the farms, types of aquacultural activity, employment
structure, resource use and other aquacultural inputs. The items proposed for
collection address issues related to natural resource utilization and sustainable
aquaculture developmental issues. The Supplement alsq provides examples of
summary tables which could be used to develop a questionnaire. Also included
are relevant notes from the main WCA 2000 Programme and the species
classification list for farmed aquatic species used by FAO.
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