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FOREWORD

FAO’s programme for the “World Census of Agriculture” has been ongoing for over
fifty years. The primary purpose of the programme is to encourage countries to take an
Agricultural Census at least once every ten years. FAO, through this programme, provides
definitions, concepts, standards and guidelines for censyses in order to generate a data base of
internationally comparable data sefs.

The Agricultural Sector is complex and the activities generated by the sector are multi-
faceted. One element of activity within the Agricultural Sector that has “historically been
included in the Census Programme has been the inclusion of items to measure agricultural
labour. The primary object was to measure the amount of labour resources used on the
agricultural holding during a specific reference period for production, and also to define the type,
level, and source of inputs contributing to this production, investment and maintenance on the
holding unit.

It became apparent that the concepts, definitions and standards used to collect
employment information needed to be improved and changed to be comparable with
recommended international standards. The Bureau of Statistics of the International Labour
Office was asked to review and assist FAO to prepare a supplement for Category 04:
Employment, in Chapter 5 of the current “Programme for the World Census of Agriculture
20007, FAO Statistical Development Series No. 5.

FAOQ Statistics Division recognizes and thanks Mr. F. Mehran, Director, and Ms. Sophi
Lawrence, Statistician, of the Bureau of Statistics, ILO, for their assistance on this project. Mr.
Jean Viseur, Senior Officer, FAO Statistical Development Service, coordinated this activity for
FAO Statistics Division. Considerable input was also provided by Mr. Pratap Narain and Odell
Larson of FAQ’s Statisties Division.

-

L. Kabat
Director
Statistics Division
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1.1  The Census of Agriculture is a "large-scale, periodic, statistical operation for the
collection of quantitative information on the structure of Agriculture”. The FAO Statistics
Division issued the "Programme for the World Census of Agriculture 2000"' (WCA 2000,
(FAQ Statistical Development Series, No 3) at the eng of the year 1995 to encourage and
assist countries in undertaking a census of Agriculture during the forthcoming decade. The
WCA 2000 is the eighth version in a series launched in 1930 by the International Institute of
Agriculture. It provides the basic concepts, definitions and classifications to be used for the
census as well as the minimum technical guidelines for conduct of the census. z

1.2  Among the numerous topics that are included in the WCA 2000, the obtaining of
information relating to economic activity is one of the most complex. There are many issues
to be addressed in this respect which are related to the applicability of certain concepts, the
extent to which information should and can be collected, usefulness of the data, etc. The main
objective of collecting information on employment through a Census of Agriculture is to
measure the labour inputs or resources used by agricultural holdings during a specified
reference period in relation to the type, level and source of inputs contributing to production,
investment and maintenance activities of holdings. The collection of information on
employment of agriculture household members also provides a look at the economic situation
of these household members and establishes their contribution to the operation of the
agricultural holding. In order that comparisons and analysis are more complete the resuits
should be consistent with production-oriented statistics obtained from other inquiries. This
information is also useful for designing adequate social and economic policies for the
agricultural sector.

1.3 The choice of measure and the items to be collected when enumerating the
economically active population in the Census of Agriculture are fundamental to the scope and
quality of data on the economic characteristics of the labour resources® used in agricutture
and to their link with statistics on employment in agriculture obtained from other sources
(e.g. the Population Census, labour force and other relevant surveys, administrative
registers). It is also vital in trying to achieve international comparability of economic
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