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An Act to provide for the membership, functions, operations
and financial management of the Police- Public Complaints
Commission; provide a procedure for the initiation and
investigation of complaints  against police actions; and
provide for matters connected with, or incidental to, the
foregoing.

[7th June, 2016

ENACTED by the Parliament of Zambia.

PART I
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

1. This Act may be cited as the Police-Public Complaints
Commission Act, 2016.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires
 “ associate ” means—

(a) a person’s nominee or employee;
(b) a person’s conjugal partner or former spouse;
(c) a firm of which a person, or the person’s nominee,

is a partner or  person in charge or in control of
its business or affairs;

(d) a company in which a person or the person’s
nominee, is a director or is  in charge or in control
of its business or affairs, or in which the person
together with the person’s nominee, holds a
controlling interest or shares amounting to more
than thirty percent of the total share capital; or

(e) the trustee of a trust, where—
(i) the trust has been created by the

person; or
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(ii) the total value of the assets
contributed by the person before  or
after the creation of the trust,
amounts at any time, to not less than
twenty percent of the total value of
the assets of the trust;

“ Authority ” means the Police-Public Complaints Authority
established under the repealed Part XA of the Zambia
Police Act;

“ Chairperson ” means the person appointed Chairperson
of the Commission under section five;

“ Commission ” means the Police-Public Complaints
Commission established by the Constitution;

“complaint ” means an allegation of police action;

“ Emoluments Commission ” means the Emoluments
Commission established by the Constitution;

“ equivalent qualification ” means a qualification that is
equal in function, value, significance, level or similar in
effect or function;

“ higher education institution ” means a higher education
institution declared, established or registered as a higher
education institution under the Higher Education Act,
2013;

“ member ” means a person appointed as a member of the
Commission under section seven;

“ oath ” has the meaning assigned to it in the Constitution;

“ police action ” means—

(a) an act or omission constituting an offence by a
police officer for purposes of this Act; or

(b) the infliction of a serious injury on a person by
a police officer;

“ police officer ” means a member of the Police Service;

“ Police Service ” means the Zambia Police Service
established by the Constitution;

“principal officer ” has the meaning assigned to it in the
Local Government Act;
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“ relative ” means—
(a) a person’s son, daughter, brother, sister, nephew,

niece, parent, uncle, aunt, grandparent or
cousin; and

(b) a person’s spouse or the spouse of  any of the
persons mentioned in paragraph (a);

“ Secretary ” means the person appointed Secretary of
the Commission under section nine;

“ serious injury  ” means a fracture, damage to an internal
organ, impairment of bodily function, a deep cut, a deep
laceration, sexual harassment or unlawful carnal
knowledge;

“ Vice-Chairperson ” means the person appointed Vice-
Chairperson of the Commission under section five; and

“ Zambia Qualifications Authority ” means the Zambia
Qualifications Authority established under the Zambia
Qualifications Authority Act, 2011.

PART II
THE POLICE-PUBLIC COMPLAINTS

3. (1) The seal of the Commission shall be such device as
may be determined by the Commission and shall be kept by the
Secretary.

(2) The affixing of the seal shall be authenticated by the
Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson and the Secretary or any
other person authorised in that behalf by a resolution of the
Commission.

(3) A contract or instrument which, if entered into or
executed by a person not being a body corporate, would not be
required to be under seal may be entered into or executed without
seal on behalf of the Commission by the Secretary or any other
person generally or specifically authorised by the Commission in
that behalf.

(4) A document purporting to be under the seal of the
Commission or issued on behalf of the Commission shall be
received in evidence and shall be deemed to be so executed or
issued, as the case may be, without further proof, unless the
contrary is proved.

4. (1) The functions of the Commission are as specified in
the Constitution and to—
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