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THE METROLOGY ACT, 2017

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART |
PrELIMINARY ProVISIONS
Section
1. Short title and commencement
2. Interpretation
PART Il
THE ZamBIA METROLOGY AGENCY
3. Renaming of Zambia Weights and Measures Agency as
ZambiaMetrology Agency
4. Seal of Agency
5. Functions of Agency
6. Reationsand co-operationwith regulatory agenciesand other
authorities
7. Board of Agency
8. Functions of Board
9. Delegation of functionsand directions
10. Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director and other staff
PART Il
NATIONAL MEASUREMENT UNITS
11. Standard unit of measurement
12. Units of measurement
13. Prohibition of use of certain units of measurement
14. Equivalenceof certain units
PART IV
NATIONAL M EASUREMENT STANDARDS
15. Nationa measurement standards
16. Maintenance of national measurement standards
17. Nationa reference measurements
18. Certificates
PART V
LeEcAL METROLOGY M EASUREMENT STANDARDS
19. Unitsof measurement
20. Measurement traceability
21. Inspection and verification measurement standards

Single copies of this Act may be obtained from the Government Printer,
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PART VI

CoNTROL OF MEASUREMENTS AND MEASURING INSTRUMENTS

Regulationsfor controlled measuring instruments

Technical requirements of controlled measuring i nstruments

Typeapproval of measuringinstruments

Placement into service and verification of measuring
instruments

Calibration and inspection services

Designated legal metrology organisations

PART VII
CoNTRroOL OF PrRe-Packacep CoMMODITIES

Regulationsfor controlled pre-packaged commodities
Pre-packaged commodities
Registration and responsi bilities of pre-packaging companies

PART VIII
THE METROLOGY FUND

Establishment of Metrology Fund
Administration of Fund and accounts
Annual report and statement of income and expenditure

PART IX
QuALITY ASSURANCE

Appointment of metrologists

Powers of entry and search

Powers of inspection and seizure

Inspection by joint committee

Conduct of inspections and assessments

Rebuttabl e presumptions regarding measuring instrumentsand
pre-packages

Samplesand information

Non-compliancewith legal metrology regulations

PART X
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

Prohibition of publication or disclosure of information to
unauthorised persons

Offences by officers or employees of Agency

Certification of technician, fitter or contractor

Prohibition of employment of uncertified technician, filter or
contractor
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46. General offences
47. Offence by body corporate or unincorporate body
48. Admissionof guilt
49. General penalties
50. Consent of Director of Public Prosecutions
PART XI
GENERAL ProvISIONS
51. Appeds
52. Presumption as to importer of measuring instrument or
commodity
53. Use of repaired measuring instruments
54. Acts not to be interpreted as assurances or guarantees
55. Burden of proof
56. Judicia notice
57. Forfeiture
58. Limitationof liability
59. Regulations
60. Repeal of Cap. 403
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GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBIA
No. 6 of 2017
Date of Assent:12th April, 2017

An Act to continue the existence of the Zambia Weights and
Measures Agency, rename it as the Zambia Metrology
Agency and re-define its functions; establish the Board
of the Agency and provide for its functions; provide for
the designation, keeping and maintenance of national
measur ement standards; provide for the use of
measur ement units of the International System of Units
and other units; provide for consumer protection, health,
safety and environmental management through legal
metrology measures; repeal the Weights and M easures
Act, 1994; and provide for matters connected with, or
incidental to, the foregoing.

[13thApril, 2017

ENACTED by the Parliament of Zambia.

PART |
PrELIMINARY PrROVISIONS

1. ThisAct may becited asthe Metrology Act, 2017, and shall
come into operation on such date as the Minister may appoint by
statutory instrument.

2. InthisAct, unless the context otherwise requires—

“accreditation” means a third party attestation related to a
conformity assessment body conveying formal
demonstration of its competence to carry out specific
conformity assessment tasks;

“AFRIMETS’ means the Intra-Africa Metrology System
established in 2006;

“Agency” meansthe ZambiaMetrology Agency referred to
insection 3;

“associate” has the meaning assigned to it in the Anti-
CorruptionAct, 2012;
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