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THE PETROLEUM ACT, 2015 

 

 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

 

Section       Title  

 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

 

1. Short title and commencement 
2. Application 
3. Interpretation 
4. Petroleum vested in the Government 
 

PART II 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

 

Sub-Part I 

General Administrative Provisions 

 

(a) Functions of the Minister 

 

5. Functions of the Minister 

 

(b) Oil and Gas Advisory Bureau 

 

6. Establishment of the Oil and Gas Bureau 

7. Appointment of Chief Technical Advisor 
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8. Functions of the Bureau 
 

(c) National Oil Company 

 

9. Tanzania Petroleum Development Corporation 
10. Functions of the National Oil Company 
11. Instructions to the National Oil Company 

 

Sub-Part II 

Petroleum Regulatory Authorities 

 

(a) Petroleum Upstream Regulatory Authority 

 

12. Establishment of PURA 
13. Functions and responsibilities of  PURA 
14. Conduct of functions by  PURA 
15. Directions by the Minister 
16. Directions of PURA 
17. Compliance with directions 
18. Establishment of Board of PURA 
19. Functions of the Board 
20. Disqualification for appointment to the Board 
21. Board to regulate its own proceedings  
22. Committees of the Board 
23. Delegation of power of the Board 
24. Appointment of Director General 
25. Functions of Director General 
26. Tenure of office of Director General 
27. Other officers and employees of PURA  
28. Establishment of Nomination Committee  
29. Functions and meetings of Nomination Committee 

 
(b) Energy and Water Utilities Regulatory Authority 

 
30. Powers of  EWURA 

31. Functions and duties of EWURA 

32. General principles governing EWURA 
 

PART III 

UPSTREAM PETROLEUM OPERATIONS 
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Sub-Part I 

Management of Petroleum Areas and Reconnaissance Permits 

 

(a) Management of Petroleum Areas 

 

33. Graticulation of the earth’s surface and constitution of blocks 
34. Opening, redefinition and closure of areas 

 
(b) Reconnaissance Permits 

 

35. Application for reconnaissance permit 
36. Duration of reconnaissance permit 
37. Grant of reconnaissance permit 
38. Activities authorized by reconnaissance permit 
39. Commencement of reconnaissance activities 

40. Termination of reconnaissance permit 
41. Waiver 
42. Expiration of permit 
43. Ownership of data 
 

 

Sub-Part II 

Petroleum Rights, Licences and Agreement 

 

(a) Petroleum Rights and Conditions 

 

44. Power to grant petroleum rights 
45. Exclusive rights conferred to the  National Oil Company 
46. Persons who may partner with the  National Oil Company 
47. Consortia and joint operations 
48. Agreement in respect to grant of right 
49. Tendering process 
50. Power of Minister and PURA to obtain information 
51. Reservation of blocks 
 

(a) Petroleum Licences and Agreements 

 

(i) Exploration Licence 

 

52. Application for petroleum exploration licence 
53. Grant or refusal of application for exploration licences 
54. Notice of decision on application for exploration licence 
55. Contents of exploration licence 
56. Rights and responsibilities conferred by exploration licence 
57. Conditions of exploration licence 



Petroleum Act, 2015 

 

4 

 

58. Application for extension of exploration licence 
59. Application for extension to be in respect of reduced area 
60. Grant or refusal for extension 
61. Extension of an exploration licence in respect of location 
62. Conditions of grant of exploration licence 
 

(ii) Discovery of petroleum 

 

63. Discovery of petroleum to be notified 
64. Directions of PURA on discovery of petroleum  
65. Declaration of location 
66. Appraisal and investigations of locations 
 

(iii) Development Licences 

 
67. Application for development licence 

68. Contents of application for development licence 

69. Disposal of application 

70. Restriction on grant of development licence 

71. Notice of decision on application for development of licence 

72. Contents of the development licence 

73. Rights conferred by development licence 

74. Term of development licence 

75. Application for extension of development licence 

76. Grant or refusal of extension of development licence 

77. Production permit 

78. Revocation of declaration of location 

79. Unit development 

80. Directions as to recovery of petroleum 

81. Restriction on exercise of rights under licence 

 

Sub-Part III 

Surrender, Cancellation and Suspension of Licences and 

Transfers and Registration Records 

 

(a) Surrender, suspension and Cancellation 

 

82. Surrender of licence 

83. Effect of certificate of surrender 

84. Suspension or cancellation of licence 

 

(b) Transfers and Registration Records 

 

85. Petroleum Registry 
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86. Interest in licence to be created by instrument in writing 

87. Transfer of interest in a licence to be approved by Minister 

88. Minister may require information 

 

Sub-Part IV 

Information and Documentation 

 

89. Information, data and reports 

90. Records to be kept 

91. Duties on termination of licence and reconnaissance permit 

92. Availability of information to the public 

93. Confidentiality of data 

94. Prohibition against disclosure of information 

95. Further information to be furnished 

96. Failing to furnish information 

 

Sub-Part V 

Obligations of Licensees and Contractors 

 

97. Third party access 

98. Domestic supply obligation 

99. Supply of gas and costs 

100. Price valuation of petroleum 

101. Work practices for licence holder and the contractor 

102. Work practices of permit holders  

103. Penalty for breach  

104. Maintenance of property 

105. Drilling near boundaries 

106. Protection from liability of members of Board and officers of PURA 

107. Duty not to disclose information 

108. Survey of wells 

109. Control over contractor 

110. Power of entry 

 

Sub-Part VI 

Surface Rights 

 

111. Right to graze stock 

112. Compensation for disturbance of rights 

113. Rights over unalienated land 

 

Sub-Part VII 

Petroleum Fiscal Regime 

 


