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COMMISSION DIRECTIVE 96/94/EC

of 18 December 1996

establishing a second list of indicative limit values in implementation of Council
Directive 80/ 1107/EEC on the protection of workers from the risks related to

exposure to chemical , physical and biological agents at work
(Text with EEA relevance)

whereas indicative limit values need to be kept under
review and will need to be revised if new scientific data
indicate that they are no longer valid;

Whereas this Directive constitutes a practical step towards
the achievment of the social dimension of the internal
market;

Whereas Member States must apply this Directive when
they adopt provisions for the protection of workers in
accordance with Article 3 ( 1 ) of Directive 80/ 1 107/EEC;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Directive are
in accordance with the opinion of the Committee set up
pursuant to Article 9 of Directive 80/ 1107/EEC,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 80/ 1107/EEC of 27
November 1980 on the protection of workers from the
risks related to exposure to chemical , physical and bio
logical agents at work ('), as last amended by the Act of
Accession of Austria, Finland and Sweden , and in par
ticular the first subparagraph of Article 8 (4) thereof,

Having regard to the opinion of the Advisory Committee
of Safety, Hygiene and Health Protection at Work,

Whereas indicative limit values should be regarded as an
important part of the overall approach to the setting of
limit values and ensuring the protection of the health of
workers at the workplace;

Whereas a first list of indicative limit values was
established by Commission Directive 91 /322/EEC (2);

Whereas a second list of indicative limit values can be
drawn up at Community level following evaluation of the
latest available scientific data on occupational health
effects and on the availability of the measuring tech
niques;

Whereas, is preparing its Directive, the Commission was
assisted by a scientific committee set up pursuant to
Commission Directive 95/320/EC (3); whereas this
Committee was responsible for the evaluation of the
available scientific data;

Whereas, in addition , it is necessary to establish short
term limit values for certain substances to take account of
effects arising from short-term exposure;

Whereas, for some agents, it is necessary to have regard
also to the possibility of penetration through the skin , in
order to ensure the best possible level of protection ;

Article 1

A second list of indicative limit values, of which Member
States shall take account, inter alia, when establishing the
limit values referred to in Article 4 (4) (b) of Directive
80/ 1107/EEC, is set out in the Annex to this Directive .

Article 2

1 . Member States shall bring into force the provisions
necessary to comply with this Directive :

— by 1 June 1998 where they have adopted provisions
for the protection of workers in accordance with
Article 3 ( 1 ) of Directive 80/ 1107/EEC, or

— at the time they adopt such provisions .

They shall immediately inform the Commission thereof.

When Member States adopt these provisions, these shall
contain a reference to this Directive or shall be accompa
nied by such reference at the time of their official pub
lication . The procedure for such reference shall be
adopted by Member States .

2 . Member States shall communicate to the Commis
sion the provisions of national law which they adopt in
the field covered by this Directive .
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