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.. The Ministry of Development. 0.1,1 behalf pf the Secretary of State. and in 
exercise of the powers conferred upon' it by Articles 13. 14. 16.22.23.24. 67. 
70 and 106 of-the Planning (Northern Ireland) Order. f972(a) hereby makes the 
following order:-

... 
.~.~. . . .. 

Application, citation and commencement 
.' h-..;.(i) This order·shall apply to al~ land in Northern Ireland: -

~ .. Provided that if a special 4evelopmeni:' order ism~de as t~ a;y '~~nd this 
order shall apply thereto to such an eJ!:.tept only and subject to such modifi­
cations as may be specified in the special o.rder. 

(.2) Nothing in this order shall apply to apy permission which is deemed 
to be' granted under Article 41(5) of the 19.12 ~rder. . ... 

(3) This order may be cited as the Planp.ing (Genera:l De.v~lopme~t) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 1973 and sh~ll come into operation, ·on 1st October 1973. 

".lnterpretation . 

. " 

2. In this order unless the context otherwise requires-
. . 

"the 1972· Order" means the Planning \Northern. Ireland) Order 1972; 

"aerodrome" means any area of land or water' designed, equipped. set 
apart or commonly' used foI' affording' facilities for the landing or 
d~parture of aircraft; 

"agricultural land" has. the meaning assigned· to. it in the Agripulture Act 
. (Northern Irela,ild) 1949(~); 

"agricultural unit" means land which is occupied as a unit for agricultural 
purposes including any dwellinghouseor dthe~ building occupied by 
the same person for the purpose of farming the land; 

"betting office" means any premises' in respect of which there is in fot;'ce 
a bookmaking office licency under the Betting (j.nd Lotteries Act:(Nor-
them Ireland) 1957(~); . . ... 

"building" does not .,inchlde plant. ot;' macb,inery or a struqture or ereCtion 
of the nature' of plant or machinery, and in Schedule 1 does not include 
any gate. fence. wall Or other means ofenc1osure. but except as afor.e­
said includes any st"ructure or ereption and anypait of.a building as so 
defined; . . . ". . 

"caravan" and "caravan site" have the meanings respectively assigned to 
them by the Caravans Act (Northern Ireland) 1963(d);.··· 

"class" in rel~tion to a road' and "trunk road" have the same meanings as 
in the Roads Act (Northern Ireland) 1948(e); 

"dweJ!inghouse" does not include a'. building containing one' or more flats, 
or a flat contained within such a building;· and for this p1frpose "flat" 
means a separate and self -contained set. of . premises constructed for 
use for the purpose 'of a dwelling and fonning part' 'ot a building from 
some. other part of which it is divided horizontally; 

, . ~-,,'. "'" "'. , . . . ~ 

(a) S.!. 1972. No. 1634 (N.!. 17). 
(b) 1949. c. 2. 

(d) 1963. c. 17 (N.i.). ' 
(e) 1948. c. 28. 

(c) 1957. c. 19. 
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"landscaping" ·means the treatmen~ of land (other than buildings) being 
the site or part of the site "in respect of which an o.utline planning per­
mission is granted, for the purpose of enhancing or :protecting the 
amenities of the site and the area in which it is ·situated and .includes 
screening by fences, walls, or other means,' planting of trees, hedges,' 
shrubs or grass, formation of banks, terraces or other earthworks, lay­
ing out of gardens ot courts, and other amenity features; 

"launderette:' includes any building used for the pUl'poseof washing or 
. cleaning clothes or fabrics in coin-operated machines; 
."mining undertakers" means undertakers .engaged in the winning or work­

ing of minerals, whether by underground or. surface working; _! 

.' "office" includes a :bank and premises oCcupied by an estate agency, build­
ing society or. employment 'agencyor (for office' purposes' orily) for the 
business of car hire or driving instruction but does not include 'a,post 
office or betting office; . . . ." 

.. ' "operational land" in rel;ltion to the undertakers specified in Class 11 of 
Schedule 1, means' . '. 

(a) . land which is used. for' the purpose of carrying on-their under-
taking; and .. .. 

Cb) land in which an interest is held for that purpose, 
not being land which, in respect of its nature and situation, is.compar­
able rather with land in general than with land which is .used, or in 
which interests are held, for t,he purpose of the carrying on of those 
undertakings: 

Provided that where, an interest in land is held by:such undertakers 
for the purpose of carrying on their undertaking and- . 

. Ca) the. interest wasat:quired by them on or after 1st October 1973; 
or 

(b) it was held .by them immediately before that. date but the cir­
cumstances . at that date Were such that the . land 4id not fall to 
be treated as operational land had this order applied to it,. : 

that land· shaH not be, treated as., operational land unless there is in force 
with respect to the land a plamiing pennissiori granted on an appli­

. cation made in that behalf under Part IV of the 1972 Order 'for 'its 
development and that development, if carried out, would involv:e'the' 
·useof the land for the purpose of the carrying on of .the undertaking. 

"original" . means; in relation to a building existing On 1stOctoQ~r .1973, 
as existing' on that date; and in relation to a building 'built ori or after 
that date, as so built; . . 

"outline planning permission" means a planning permission for the 
erection o~ a building which isgranted.subject to'a condition (in addition 
to any other conditions which maybe imposed) requiring subsequent 
approval to be obtained 'from the Ministry with respect to one or more 
reserved matters; . 

"painting" includes any appli~ation9f colour.; : . . . 
"post office" does :not include· any building .used primarily for the' sorting 

or preparation for delivery of mail or for the· purposes of Post Office 
administration; .,' '.' _ 

"private way" means a way or 'footpath, which is not a public road:or, any 
part thereof; . 
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.:': .. "public' vehicle" .means a public service vehicle, excluding a taxi. -which 
. " ... : . has the me'aning assigned.to it by section 190. of the Road Traffic Act 
.'".'. :" (Northern Ireland) . 1970(fk 
··~·.:··"res·erved matters;'· in relation to an outline pl~nru:n~ peripission or an 

". ....... 'application for such permission, means any matters in respect of which 
. details have notb.een given" in the application llnd which concern the 

siting, de~ign or 'external appearance of the buIlding·.to which.. the plan­
:: ... ning permission Or the application relat~s, or" the. means· of. .. a.ccess. to 

the building, or the 'landscaping of. the. site' in. respect of which the 
: .. ' ·~PJllicfltiQn. ~as. ll).ade;. . .' .... .... . .. . ... '. ', .. 

"shop'~ means a building used for the carrying'on of any ret.ail trade or retail 
.. bu~iness. wherein the. priIIl:ary .purpose is the selling of .goods by .retail, 

, and.incJ~des a building used for the P1f.rpO~es· of a hairdresser; under­
, ~~ker,:travel agency or post offic~' or for,the rece]2tion of ' goods to be 

washed, cleaned, or repaired, or for any other purpose.' appropriate to 
a shopping ,an~a, \:>utdo~s not include a building used as a 'fuI1fair, 

, amuseinent 'a:rcade, pin table saloon, garage, la~nder;ett~ .. petrol ·filling 
. station, office, betting office, hotel, restaurant,' snackbat· or cafe or 

.: . :" premises Hcensed fot the sale' of intoxicating ·1iquoi~fbr 'consumption 
on the premises;. .... , . ...' 

"special road"'means, a road'designated as' a special road. under section 1 
of the Special Roads :Act (Northern Ireland) 1963(g);. :; . 

. ' ·~'uriadopted .. streef'. means a street' other than a public road . 
.., ", .:'., ...... ~ '_. . ." ~ :. . . '. 

Perrhitted development .. ':. ., . 
'"3 • ..,,-{1): 'Subject' to the . subsequent provisions of this order, development of 

any 9lass specified in Schedule 1 is permitted by this order and may,;be under­
take.n upon land to which.:thi.s order applies wjth()Ut t~~ permission of the 
Min~stry: .. " ..... . 

.: . Provided. that t)1e permission granted. by this order in· respect of any such 
'Class . of deveJ9pment shall be . defined 'by ·any . limitation . and subject to any 
condition imposed in Schedule 1 in· relation to' that claSs: 

(2) Notping)n this Arti~le or in Schedule .I"shall op~r,ate so as' to permit 
any de\!,elopm:ent contrary to. a, condition imposed in. any permissioh granted 
':u,nder:Part IV of the 1972 Order' otherwise than' by this oider~' ",' 

, (3) A~y. dev;lopment' of crass' 9 . ~uthoris~~ by a~ Act' or ord;r:.s~bject t6 
.the grant of any ~nsent orappfoval shall not be deemed for thepu~po~es of 
this order to .be soa~thQrised unless and until that coi).~ent or :approval is 
obtained. .... ... 

Directions restricting 'perniiited' development . 
.... 4.-(1) If the Mini~~ry is satisfied', after'cOnsultatipn'witJI ih~,'appropriate 
.di~trict council, that.it is .expedient that dev.elopment :of any of tb,e classes 
speCified in Schedule l' should npt be carried out in any" particlIlar area .. or 
that any particular deveJopment of any of those classes !!hould' .ho't be carried 
out unless permission is granted' on ari application in that beha:lf; .. the Miriistry 
~m.ay direct that. permission gr~nted by Artic1e.3 .. shall, 'not ,apply tJ):-;--,. 
," :.: " (a)· 'all or any development of all or any of those ·classes in any particular 

'area specified in the direction, or . . 
....... ~ (b) any particular· development specified in the direction falling within 

any of those classes: 

. (f) 1970. c. 2 (N.I.). (g) 1963. c. 12 (N.I.). 
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... ' Provided that no such direction shall have effect in· relation to 'any develop-

.ment 'of Cla,ss' 9. . .. -:-' . . , '. . 

: . (2). Subject tQ the provisi6~S of paragraph (3) notiye of, any' direction made 
.under this Article shall be served by the Ministry on th~ .owner and occupier 
.of eyery part of the l~hd affected, and. such direction shan .come into ~orce in 
respect . .of any part of the hind on tlie da,te on which notiCe thereof is' serVed 
on th~ eccupi~r of thatjjaJ,tor if there is :p.o qccllpiel\ on the owner there.of. 
. .(3) Where. in the c~se of any directi(;m speeitying any. particular area ·.givep 
under paragr:aph;l(a)~ the Ministry" .~~ .of the .opi:p.ion .that having regar~. t9J.he. 
number of persons interested in the lan4 as owners or ·occupiers. or the 
difficulty ·of i(i"entjfying ·and.locating such persons; individual.service in accord­
.anc~ with the provisions of.-paragraph' (2) is impracticable,. it shall publish 
notice .of .such direction in' at le;:tst one newspapercirculatfng in the locality 
in which the area is. situate and .such notice shall contain a concise"statement 
of theeffect·of the d.irectiOn and name a place where a copy' thereof and of a 
map defining the area to which it relates may be seen at .all reasonable hours; 
and any such direction shall come into force on the date on which notice 
thereof is . first published.' . . . . .' .... . 
. . " (4) N9 direction given o(having effect llnder thi$,Atticle shajl hav~ eff~ct 
.in··relation to the carrying .out . in c~se of em'ergency of any' dev.elopm~nt 
.speci:fiecl".inSc;hedi1le 1 .or, unless. s4ch directioIl specifically so provides. to the 
.ca:rry~ng.·.outby statutory or .other :undertakers ·of :atiY"·of the fol1o~ing 
opetation~ : ~ '. '. . . . ' 

(a) .J,naintenance.- of bridges. buildings ~nd: railway stations; : 
.·(l>f alter!ltion and .maint~nance . .of railway track. arid, provision and 

.maintenan<;e" of track: equipment •. including, signal boxes,. signalling 
'. . apparatus. and 'other ~p'pliances and works r.equired in .. connectiQn with 

•. ! .• .the movement of traffic by rail;,. '. . .: .' 
(c) maintenance of do~ks; harbours, quays and wharves; .' . 
(d) provisiol1 .. and maintenance of mechanicat" apparatus or l,l.ppliances 

:' (including signalling equipment) required for' the p~m6ses :pfshipping 
or in connection with the embarking, disembarking,"loading, discharg­
ing or transport of passengers, livestock or goods at a dock, quay, 
harbour. bank, wharf or' basin; . . ' . 

. . (e) any d,evelopment required in connection with the improvement, main-
.tenance or .. repair of watercourses 'or . drainage works; . 

(t) . maintenance of bUildings, runways, .. taxiways or aprons: at:' an 
aerodrome; , .. '.' . 

(g) provision, 'alteration' and maintenance of equipment, appanitus ,a,nd 
works at an aerodrome required in 'conn~ction with the movement· ot 
traffic by air (but excepting buildings, the construction, erection,:tecon­
struction or alteration of which is permitted by paragraph G~ of ·Class 
11 of Schedule 1). 

Applications for planning permission . 
5.-(1) -Subject to paragraphs (2)' to (4), an appli<;:ation 'for planning p~r­

mission shall be made on a form issued by the Ministry, and' shall include . 
the particulars required by such form te be supplied and be ~~~ompanied'bY'a 
plan ~ufficient to identify the land to which it tdates and such other plans and 
drawings as are necessary to des~ribe· the develop:qJ.ent whiC4 is. the subject of 
the applicatipll tpgethef with such:additional.numb:er of copies of the fOrn;ls 
and plans as the Ministry requires:' and the Miriistry may req)1ire tp.e appli"­
.cant to give t~ it such further information as it may specify to enable it" to 
determine the application. 


