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Landfill Disposals Tax (Wales) Act 2017
2017 anaw 3

An Act of the National Assembly for Wales to make provision about the
taxation of disposals of material as waste by way of landfill; and for connected
purposes. [7 September 2017]

Having been passed by the National Assembly for Wales and having received the assent
of Her Majesty, it is enacted as follows:

PART 1

OVERVIEW

1 Overview of Act

(1) This Part provides an overview of this Act.

(2) Part 2—
(a) makes provision for a tax (landfill disposals tax) to be charged on taxable

disposals,
(b) explains what a taxable disposal is, and
(c) makes provision about disposals that are exempted from the tax.

(3) Part 3 makes provision about how the tax is to be charged on taxable disposals made
at authorised landfill sites. It includes provision about—

(a) the persons on whom the tax is chargeable,
(b) how the amount of tax chargeable on a taxable disposal is to be calculated,
(c) taxable disposals for which relief from the tax may be claimed,
(d) registration and accounting requirements, and
(e) payment, recovery and repayment of the tax.

(4) Part 4 makes provision about how the tax is to be charged on taxable disposals made
at places other than authorised landfill sites. It includes provision about—

(a) how the amount of tax chargeable on a taxable disposal is to be calculated,
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(b) the persons on whom the tax may be charged,
(c) the procedure by which tax is charged on a person,
(d) payment of the tax, and
(e) late payment interest on unpaid tax.

(5) Part 5 makes supplementary provision in connection with the tax. It includes
provision—

(a) enabling regulations to be made about circumstances in which a person is to
be entitled to credit in respect of the tax,

(b) about the creation of non-disposal areas within authorised landfill sites,
(c) about the inspection of premises and information sharing,
(d) about penalties,
(e) about the application of the provisions of this Act and the Tax Collection and

Management (Wales) Act 2016 (anaw 6) in special cases (for example, in the
case of corporate groups, partnerships and unincorporated associations), and

(f) about other miscellaneous matters.

(6) Part 5 also makes provision for a Landfill Disposals Tax Communities Scheme.

(7) Part 6 contains provision that applies generally for the purposes of this Act (including
provision about the interpretation of this Act).

PART 2

THE TAX AND TAXABLE DISPOSALS

CHAPTER 1

LANDFILL DISPOSALS TAX

2 The tax

(1) A tax, to be known as landfill disposals tax, is to be charged on taxable disposals in
accordance with this Act.

(2) The Welsh Revenue Authority (“WRA”) is responsible for the collection and
management of the tax.

(3) References in this Act to tax (or to the tax) are references to landfill disposals tax.
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CHAPTER 2

TAXABLE DISPOSALS

3 Taxable disposals

(1) A taxable disposal is made when all of the following conditions are met.

(2) Condition 1 is that there is a disposal of material by way of landfill (see section 4).

(3) Condition 2 is that either—
(a) the land where the disposal is made is, or forms part of, an authorised landfill

site (see section 5(1)), or
(b) the disposal requires an environmental permit (see section 5(2)) but the land

where it is made is not, and does not form part of, an authorised landfill site.

(4) Condition 3 is that the disposal is a disposal of the material as waste (see sections 6
and 7).

(5) Condition 4 is that the disposal is made in Wales.

(6) See also section 8 for specified landfill site activities that are to be treated as taxable
disposals (whether or not the above conditions are met).

Commencement Information
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4 Disposal of material by way of landfill

(1) There is a disposal of material by way of landfill if material is—
(a) deposited on the surface of land or on a structure set into the surface, or
(b) deposited under the surface of land (for example, in a cavity such as a cavern

or mine).

(2) Subsection (1) applies whether or not the material is placed in a container before it
is deposited.

(3) Regulations may modify the meaning of a disposal of material by way of landfill
(including by amending this section or any other enactment relating to the tax).
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5 Authorised landfill sites and environmental permits

(1) Land is an authorised landfill site if an environmental permit authorising disposals of
material by way of landfill is in force in relation to the land.

(2) An environmental permit is a permit granted under regulations made under section 2
of the Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 (c. 24).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2017/3/section/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2018/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2018/35/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2017/3/section/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2018/35
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6 Disposal of material as waste

(1) A disposal of material is a disposal of it as waste if the person responsible for the
disposal intends to discard the material.

(2) An intention to discard material may be inferred from the circumstances of its disposal,
and in particular from the fact (where it is the case) that the material is deposited in
a landfill disposal area.

(3) The following are not to be treated as inconsistent with an intention to discard
material—

(a) making a temporary use of the material, or a use of the material which is
incidental to its disposal by way of landfill;

(b) deriving a benefit from the material or from anything emitted by it (for
example, using gas produced by its decomposition in electricity generation).

(4) Regulations may modify the meaning of a disposal of material as waste (including by
amending this section or any other enactment relating to the tax).
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7 Disposal of material as waste: person responsible for disposal

(1) This section identifies the person responsible for a disposal of material for the purposes
of section 6.

(2) In the case of a disposal made at an authorised landfill site, the person responsible for
the disposal is the person who is the operator of the site at the time of the disposal.

(3) But if the disposal is made without the permission of the operator, the person
responsible for the disposal is the person who makes the disposal.

(4) The operator of an authorised landfill site is the holder of the environmental permit
authorising disposals of material by way of landfill at the site.

(5) In the case of a disposal made at a place that is not, and does not form part of, an
authorised landfill site, the person responsible for the disposal is the person who makes
the disposal.
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8 Landfill site activities to be treated as taxable disposals

(1) The carrying out of a specified landfill site activity in Wales is to be treated as a taxable
disposal of the material in relation to which the activity is carried out (whether or not
the conditions in section 3 are met).

(2) The taxable disposal is to be treated as being made when the specified landfill site
activity is first carried out in relation to the material.

(3) The following are specified landfill site activities when carried out at an authorised
landfill site—

(a) using material to create or maintain a temporary road giving access to a landfill
disposal area;

(b) using material to create or maintain a temporary hard standing;
(c) using material to create or maintain a cell bund;
(d) using material (other than naturally occurring material extracted from the site)

to create or maintain a temporary screening bund;
(e) using material to cover a landfill disposal area during a temporary cessation

in landfill disposals;
(f) placing material in a landfill disposal area to provide a base for, or prevent

damage to, anything used to line, cap or drain that area;
(g) keeping material in a non-disposal area beyond the end of the maximum

period specified in the notice designating the area under section 55, unless the
material is dealt with in accordance with an agreement under section 56(4)(a);

(h) storing ashes (for example, fly ash and bottom ash);
(i) using material in restoration work.

(4) In subsection (3)—
“cell bund” (“bwnd cell”) means a structure within a landfill disposal area

which separates quantities of material deposited in that area;
“hard standing” (“arwyneb solet”) means a base on which a landfill site

activity is carried out;
“restoration work” (“gwaith adfer”) means work carried out to restore an

authorised landfill site (or any part of the site) to a use other than making
landfill disposals; but [F1where a landfill disposal area is capped, work carried
out to restore that area] is restoration work only if it is carried out after the
area has been capped;

“screening bund” (“bwnd sgrinio”) means a structure, whether above or
below ground, for protecting or concealing a landfill site activity or reducing
noise.

(5) Regulations may—
(a) provide that a landfill site activity is to be a specified landfill site activity,
(b) modify the description of a specified landfill site activity, or
(c) provide that an activity is to cease to be a specified landfill site activity.

(6) The regulations may amend this section or any other enactment relating to the tax.
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