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Mines and Metals Act 1592
1592 CHAPTER 31

For furthering of the kingis commoditie be the Mynes and metallis

Annotations:

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1  Short title given by Statute Law Revision (Scotland) Act 1964 (c. 80), Sch. 2
C2  This Act is not in 12 mo. edition

Oure Souerane Lord vnderstanding that this lang tyme bygane Nather his Maiestie
nor the cuntrie hes Importit ony commoditie of the mynis and metallis quhilk in great
abundance micht be easelie found in this realme to the interteynement and sustentatioun
of ane greit nowmer of the liegis thairof And that the said inconvenient hes ensewit be
resone Oure said souerane lord and his maist noble progenitouris wes in vse commonlie
to sett the saidis haill mynis within thair dominionis to ane or tua strangearis for ane
small dewtie quha nather haid substance to caus labour and wirk the hundreth pairt of
ony ane of the saidis mynis nor yit instructed vtheris leigis of this realme in the knawlege
thairof quhilk in mair nor notour be the doingis of the present takisman of the mynes
quha nether wirkis presentlie nor hes wrocht thir mony yeiris bypast nor euir hes serchit
socht nor discoverit ony new mettall sen his entrie nor hes instructit ony of the leigis
of the cuntrie in that knawlege And quhilk is maist inconvenient of all hes maid na
sufficient payment of the dewtie of his tak to oure soureane lordis thesaurair sua that na
pairt of the said yeirlie dewtie is euir cum in the said thesauraris compt to his hienes vse
and commoditie Quhairby Oure souerane lord and the haill cuntrie will sustene greit
loss gif ane strangear sall bruik in this maner the haill mettallis within his maiesties
dominionis but payment of ony dewtie ffor the space of xxj yeris altogidder Lyk as also
in respect the richt of all mynis pertenit to his maiestie and his hienes predicessouris
Thairfoir quhensoeuir ony myne or seme of mettaill wes found be ony of the leigis of this
realme the same wes ather neglectit or be all moyanis possible obscurit be ressone that na
pairt of the commoditie thairof micht redound to thame selffis quhairby ane greit proffite
quhilk micht haue bene gottin baith to oure souerane lord and als to the cuntrie wes
allutirlie owir sene And now our said soureane lord vnderstanding the inconvenientis
foirsaidis To haue procedit cheiflie becaus ther wes nocht ane speciall man of witt and
knawlege appointit to quhais office propirlie the owirsicht of the haill mater of the
mettallis suld pertene And of quhome his Maiestie and estaitis micht seik ane compt
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