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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE LEGISLATIVE

ASSEMBLY OF TONGA

Arrangement of Sections

Regulation

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY 11
1 Title and INTErPretation ..........coiivveiiiee i 11
2 INEEIPIEtation .......eoiviii e 11
3 SuspPension Of the RUIES ........ccvviiiie i 13
PART 2 - PRELIMINARY PROCEDURES 13
DIVISION 1 - ELECTION OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE SPEAKER 13
4 Election of Prime Minister and the SPeaker ..........cccoveviviiviee i, 13
5 Procedure for election of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker..............ccccnee. 13
6 Vacancy in the position of the SPeaKer ..........ccccvvvviiiiiii i 14
7 Official aPPOINIMENT .......ccviiiiie e 14
DIVISION 2 - OPENING AND CLOSING OF LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 15
8 Opening and closing of the Legislative Assembly..........cccovvveiiiiiiiic e, 15
9 His Majesty’s address .......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 15
10 AAArESS-IN-TEPIY ..o e 15
11 HiS MajeSty s MESSAZES . .veeiiuvrreeeiiiriiesiiitieesaiteeeeaatbreeesssbrreessbreeeesannreeeeannneeeas 15
12 Implementation of His Majesty’s MeSSAZE.........uveerrivriieiiiiiieniiiiieeeniieee e 15
13 Addresses t0 HisS MaJEStY ......ccouiiiiieiiie e 16
14 His Majesty’s answer t0 addreSSes.......covvvrieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee it 16
PART 3 - SPEAKER AND NEW MEMBERS OF LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY 16
15 ROIE OF SPEAKEN ... e 16
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16 Powers of the SPeaker ..o 16
17 Swearing in of new members and New MINISEErS ...........ccoovviiieiiieiieiiieiien 16
18 L@ 11 TSP USRSSPR 16
PART 4 - BUSINESS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND

RELATED MATTERS 17
DIVISION 1 - CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 17
19 Order of business of the Legislative ASSemBIY ............cccoviviiiiiiiiiiicien 17
20 Date of official VISITS.......ccviiiiieiiic e 17
21 OFficial JANQUAGE ......veeeieiee e 18
22 IVIBELINGS ...ttt ettt ettt 18
23 Date and time 0f MEELINGS.......c.voiiiiieii e 18
24 Adjournment DY reSOIULION. .........c.ooiiiiiiiiiic e 18
25 Adjournment if half of members absent............ccoovviiiiiiiii 18
26 PIAYEE ..ottt 18
27 Leave OF ADSENCE ....occviii i 19
28 0] o || SR SPR 19
29 Loss of basic salary due to abSENCe ...........ccovviiiiiiiiiiie 19
30 ODBISANCE ...ttt ettt e e 19
31 Journal 0f the ProCeediNgS .......ccvveiuieiiiei et 19
32 RECOTUS ..ttt 19
DIVISION 2 - URGENCY 20
33 L1 1=] 00y PO RRTRPRR 20
34 EFfECt OF UFQENCY ..voeiiiii et 20
35 No other business t0 e diSCUSSEU.........c..cruiriiiriieiie e 20
DIVISION 3 - RULES OF DEBATE 20
36 Member to rise When SPeaking..........ccvoviviiiiie i 20
37 Exemption for Sickly Members..........ccccovivi i 20
38 THME TIMIT. et 20
39 No debate on questions already debated ............ccceevieeiiiiie e 21
40 a1 Vo1 PSPPSR PRR 21
41 POINE OF OFABY ... e 21
42 Interruption with leave of MemMbDEr ... 21
43 Explanation of personal Matters ...........ccocveiviic i 22
44 Priority when two members SPEaK..........cccvveiiieeiiieiiiie e 22
45 Ground fOr SPEAKING .......ccoiviiiiiiiiiie et 22
46 MeEMDBEr SPEAKS ONCE......ccvviiiiie ittt e et e e sbee e saeee s 22
47 Speaking twice 0N Same MOLION ..........cceeiiiiiiie e 22
48 RIGE OF FEPIY ..o 22
49 Non-compliance With the RUIES ...........coviiiiiiiiii e 22
50 Effect of suspension of MemMbEr ..., 23
51 Speaking on adjourned QUESTION ..........cuveiiiriiiee e 23
52 Speaker or Chairman speaks uninterrupted..........ococveveeiiieeiie e 23
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53 ODbjJectionable WOITS ..........ooiiiiieiii it 24
54 Adjournment of AeDALE............ooiiiiiieice e 24
55 Question Of adJOUINMENT ..........cviiiiiii e 24
56 MOVING an @aMENAMENT........eiiiiiiieiie et 24
57 Speaking on resumption of debate ............coovviieiiiiiiii e 24
58 Denied motion for adjournmeNt.............coiieiieiiieiie e 25
59 Reference to COmMmMIttee ProCEEAINGS ........eeivreriiiiieiieiie st 25
60 Irrelevant or repetitive SPEaKING .........ccooiveiieiiiiiec e 25
61 PECUNIAIY INEEIESTS ...ttt 25
DIVISION 4 - VOTING ON A QUESTION 26
62 Putting @ QUESTION 10 VOTE ......oouvieiieiiiiiiieiee e 26
63 W OTING ¢ttt 26
64 MOAE OF VOTING ...t 26
65 CASLING VOLE ...ttt ettt et 26
DIVISION 5 - DIVISIONS 26
66 Y Lo ] o OSSR PRRSPSPR 26
67 RepOrting Of diVISION........ccviiiiiiieiie e 27
68 VOLING ON QIVISION. ....eiiiiiiiieiit et 27
69 RESOIVING @ AIVISION .....coiiiiiiii s eaee s 27
70 Declaration of iVISION .........oiuiiiiiiie s 27
71 Record of voting on diVISION .........cocvviiiiic e 27
72 Error of FEPOMING ...ccvveeiie e 27
73 COITECHION OF BITOK ...eiiiiieiie e 27
74 Calling @ dIVISION ... 28
75 \/ote CONSISTENE WIth VOICE.......ccviiiiiiii e 28
76 Divisions in Committee of the Whole HOUSE ...........ccocovviiiiiiiiniice e, 28
PART 5 - MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE

ASSEMBLY 28
DIVISION 1 - MOTIONS 28
77 SUbMISSION OF NEW MOLIONS. .......eiiiiiiiieiie i 28
78 GOVEIMMENT MOLIONS ...ttt sttt e e nbeesneeenaeens 28
79 NOLICE OF MOLION ... 28
80 UNWITEEEN NOTICE ..ttt et snee s 29
81 STeTolo] o To 1o J 110 1T ] o HAS PSPPSR 29
82 Withdrawal Of MOION ........coiiiiiiiic e 29
83 AmeNdmENt OF MOTION ......ooiiiiiieie e 29
84 RepOrting 0N MOIONS ........coiiiiiiiie ettt ae e e srreeans 29
DIVISION 2 - MOTION FOR AN ORDER 30
85 Application to motion for an Order and NUMDBEriNG..........ccoeevieeeiieeiiic e, 30
86 Non-compliance with motion for an order ............cccocooviiiiiii i, 30
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