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 THE PRESIDENCY 
 No. 138                                                                                        11 February 2009

 It is hereby notified that the President has assented to the following Act, which is 
hereby published for general information:– 

 No. 24 of 2008: National Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal 
                      Management Act, 2008.
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Act No. 24, 2008 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: INTEGRATED 
COASTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 2008 

(English text signed bv the President.) 
(Assented to 9 February 2009.) 

ACT 
To establish a system of integrated coastal and es tuarine m a n a g e m e n t in the 
Republ ic , including n o r m s , s tandards and pol ic ies , in order to promote the 
conservat ion of the coastal env ironment , and mainta in the natural attributes of 
coastal landscapes and seascapes , and to ensure that deve lopment and the use of 
natural resources within the coastal zone is socially and economical ly justifiable 
and ecologically sustainable; to define rights and duties in relation to coastal areas; 
to de termine the responsibil it ies of organs of state in relation to coastal areas; to 
prohibit incinerat ion at sea; to control d u m p i n g at sea , pol lut ion in the coastal 
zone, inappropriate deve lopment of the coastal env ironment and other adverse 
effects on the coastal env ironment; to give effect to South Africa's international 
obl igat ions in relation to coastal mat ters ; and to provide for matters connected 
therewith. 

P R E A M B L E 

W H E R E A S everyone has the consti tutional right to have the envi ronment , including 
the coastal environment , protected for the benefit of present and future generat ions; 

A N D W H E R E A S integrated management of the coastal zone as a system is essential to 
achieve the constitutional commi tment to improving the quality of life of all ci t izens, 
while protect ing the natural envi ronment for the benefit of present and future 
generat ions: 

A N D W H E R E A S the coastal zone is a unique part of the envi ronment in which 
biophysical , economic , social and institutional considerat ions interconnect in a manner 
that requires a dedicated and integrated management approach; 

A N D W H E R E A S much of the rich natural heritage of our coastal zone is being 
squandered by overuse, degradat ion and inappropriate management ; 

A N D W H E R E A S the economic , social and environmenta l benefits of the coastal zone 
have been distributed unfairly in the past; 

A N D W H E R E A S the conservat ion and sustainable use of the coastal zone requires the 
establ ishment of an innovative legal and institutional f ramework that clearly defines the 
status of coastal land and waters and the respective roles of the public , the State and 
other users of the coastal zone and that facilitates a new co-operat ive and participatory 
approach to managing the coast; 
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A N D W H E R E A S integraled coastal management should be an evolving process that 
learns from past exper iences , that takes account of the functioning of the coastal zone as 
a whole and that seeks to co-ordinate and regulate the various human activities that take 
place in the coasial zone in order lo achieve its conservat ion and sustainable use, 

B E IT T H E R E F O R E E N A C T E D by the Parl iament of the Republ ic of South Africa, 
as fol lows:— 

Sections 

A R R A N G E M E N T O F S E C T I O N S 

C H A P T E R 1 5 

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N , O B J E C T S A N D A P P L I C A T I O N O F A C T 

Definitions 
Objects of Act 
State 's duty to fulfil environmental rights in coastal envi ronment 
Applicat ion of Act 10 
Applicat ion of National Environmental Managemen t Act 
Conflicts with other legislation 

C H A P T E R 2 

C O A S T A L Z O N E 

Parti 15 

Coastal public property 

7. Composi t ion of coastal public property 
8. Extending coastal public property 
9. Acquisi t ion of private land by State 
10. Designation of State-owned land for certain purposes 20 

Ownersh ip of coastal public property 
State public trustee of coastal public property 
Access lo coastal public property 
Position of high-water mark 
Measures affecting erosion and accretion 25 

12 
13 
14 
15 

Part 2 

Coastal protection zone 

16. Composi t ion of coastal protection zone 

17. Purpose of coastal protection zone 

Part 3 30 

Coastal access land 

18. Designat ion of coastal access land 

19. Process for designating and wi thdrawing designation of coastal access land 
20. Responsibil i t ies of municipali t ies with regard to coastal access land 



6 No. 31884 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. 11 FEBRUARY 2009 

Act No. 24, 2008 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: INTEGRATED 
COASTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 2008 

Part 4 

Coastal waters 

21. Control and management of coastal waters 

Part 5 

Coastal protected areas 5 

22. Excis ion of protected areas from coastal protection zone 

Part 6 

Special management areas 

23 . Declaration of special management areas 

24. Managemen t of special management areas 10 

Part 7 

Coastal set-back lines 

25. Establ ishment of coastal set-back lines 

C H A P T E R 3 

B O U N D A R I E S O F C O A S T A L A R E A S 15 

26. Determinat ion and adjustment of coastal boundaries 
27. Determining and adjusting coastal boundary of coastal public property 
28. Determining and adjusting coastal boundaries of coastal protection zone 
29. Determining and adjusting coastal boundaries of coastal access land 
30. Entry onto land 20 
3 1 . Marking coastal boundar ies on zoning maps 

32. Endorsements by Registrar of Deeds 

C H A P T E R 4 

E S T U A R I E S 

33. National estuarine management protocol 25 

34. Estuarine management plans 

C H A P T E R 5 

I N S T I T U T I O N A L A R R A N G E M E N T S 

Part 1 

National Coastal Committee 30 

35. Establ ishment and functions of National Coastal Commi t t ee 

36. Composi t ion of National Coastal Commi t tee 

37. Vacation of office and termination of membersh ip 

Part 2 

Provincial lead agencies 35 

38. Designation and functions of provincial lead agency 
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Part 3 

Provincial Coastal Committees 

39. Establ ishment and functions of Provincial Coastal Commi t t ees 

40 . Composi t ion of Provincial Coastal Commi t t ees 

4 1 . Vacation of office and termination of membersh ip 5 

Part 4 

Municipal Coastal Committees 

42. Establ ishment and functions of Municipal Coastal Commi t t ees 

Part 5 

Voluntary Coastal Officers 10 

4 3 . Voluntary coastal officers 

C H A P T E R 6 

C O A S T A L M A N A G E M E N T 

Part 1 

National coastal management programme 15 

44. Preparation and adoption of national coastal management p rogramme 

45 . Contents of national coastal management p rogramme 

Part 2 

Provincial coastal management programmes 

46 . Preparation and adoption of provincial coastal management p rogrammes 20 

47 . Contents of provincial coastal management p rog rammes 

Part 3 

Municipal coastal management programmes 

48 . Preparat ion and adoption of municipal coastal management p rog rammes 

49 . Contents of municipal coastal management p rogrammes 25 

50. By- laws 

Part 4 

Co-ordination and alignment of plans and coastal management programmes 
5 1 . Al ignment of certain plans with coastal management p rogrammes 
52. Ensuring consistency between coastal management p rogrammes and other 30 

statutory plans 

Part 5 

Public participation 
53 . Consul tat ion and public participation 


