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Societies (Amendment) Bill

Bill No. 14/2004

Read the first time on 19th April 2004.

An Act to amend the Societies Act (Chapter 311 of the 1985 Revised Edition).

Be it enacted by the President with the advice and consent of the Parliament of 
Singapore, as follows:

Short title and commencement

1.  This Act may be cited as the Societies (Amendment) Act 2004 and shall come into 
operation on such date as the Minister may, by notification in the Gazette, appoint.

Amendment of section 2

2.  Section 2 of the Societies Act is amended —

(a) by deleting the word “President” in the definition of “political association” 
and substituting the word “Minister”; and

(b) by inserting, immediately after the definition of “political association”, the 
following definition:

“ “registered society” means a society registered or deemed to be 
registered under this Act;”.

Amendment of section 4

3.  Section 4 of the Societies Act is amended —

(a) by deleting the words “any society” in subsection (1) and substituting the 
words “any society specified in the Schedule (referred to in this Act as a 
specified society)”;

(b) by deleting the word “society” wherever it appears in subsection (2) and 
substituting in each case the words “specified society”;

(c) by deleting the word “society” in the 1st, 2nd, 7th, 10th, 12th and 15th 
lines of subsection (3) and substituting in each case the words “specified 
society”;

(d) by deleting subsection (5) and substituting the following subsection:

“(5)  The Registrar shall, by notification in the Gazette, publish 
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such particulars as he thinks fit in respect of every specified society 
registered under this section.”; and

(e) by deleting the marginal note and inserting the following section heading:

“Registration of specified societies and refusal to register”.

New section 4A

4.  The Societies Act is amended by inserting, immediately after section 4, the 
following section:

“Registration of societies not specified in Schedule

4A.—(1)  A society may apply to be registered under this section if it is not a 
specified society.

(2)  An application for registration under this section shall be accompanied 
by —

(a) the prescribed fee for the purposes of registration under this section;

(b) a copy of the proposed rules of the society;

(c) a declaration in such form as the Registrar may require as to the 
object, purpose or activity of the society; and

(d) such other documents and duly completed forms as the Registrar may 
require.

(3)  The Registrar shall, on the basis of an application under subsection (2) in 
respect of a society and without making any further inquiry —

(a) register the society on the date he receives the application; and

(b) inform the applicant that he has received the application and 
registered the society.

(4)  The Registrar shall, by notification in the Gazette, publish such particulars 
as he thinks fit in respect of every society registered under this section.

(5)  Notwithstanding subsection (3)(a), where it appears to the Registrar that 
any society registered under that subsection ought not to have been so registered 
by reason that it is a specified society —

(a) the Registrar shall recover from that society as a debt due to the 
Government any difference in the amount of the prescribed fee for 
the purposes of registration under this section and section 4; and
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(b) that society shall, by virtue of this subsection, be deemed to be 
registered under section 4 on the date of its registration.

(6)  Nothing in subsection (5) shall be construed as preventing the Minister 
from exercising any of his powers under section 24 in respect of any society 
referred to in that subsection.”.

New section 11A

5.  The Societies Act is amended by inserting, immediately after section 11, the 
following section:

“Registrar may order change of name or rules of society registered under 
section 4A

11A.—(1)  If the Registrar is of the opinion that the name of any society 
registered under section 4A —

(a) is likely to mislead members of the public as to the true character or 
purpose of the society or so nearly resembles the name of some other 
society as is likely to deceive members of the public or members of 
either society;

(b) is undesirable or offensive;

(c) is identical to that of any existing society; or

(d) is likely to give the impression that the society is connected in some 
way with the Government or any public authority, or with any other 
body of persons or any individual, when it is not so connected,

the Registrar may, at any time, by notice under his hand, order the society to 
change its name, within such time as is specified in the notice, to such other name 
as he may approve.

(2)  The Registrar may, at any time, by notice under his hand, order any society 
registered under section 4A to amend its rules, within such time as is specified in 
the notice, in such manner as he may direct, if he is of the opinion that the rules of 
the society, if unchanged, would be contrary to national interest or prejudicial to 
the public peace, welfare or good order in Singapore.

(3)  A society registered under section 4A and every officer of that society shall 
comply with any notice given under this section.

(4)  If a society registered under section 4A fails to comply with any notice 
given under this section, the society and every officer of that society shall be guilty 


