
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE
BILLS SUPPLEMENT

Published by Authority

NO. 14] WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 [2018

First published in the Government Gazette, Electronic Edition, on 28 February 2018 at 3 pm.

Notification No. B 14 — The Criminal Justice Reform Bill is published for general
information. It was introduced in Parliament on 28 February 2018.





Criminal Justice Reform Bill

Bill No. 14/2018.

Read the first time on 28 February 2018.

A BILL

i n t i t u l e d

An Act to amend the Criminal Procedure Code (Chapter 68 of the
2012 Revised Edition) and certain other Acts to enhance the fairness
of procedures, and ensure correct and equitable outcomes, in the
criminal justice system.

Be it enacted by the President with the advice and consent of the
Parliament of Singapore, as follows:



Short title and commencement

1. This Act is the Criminal Justice Reform Act 2018 and comes into
operation on a date that the Minister appoints by notification in the
Gazette.

5 Amendment of section 2

2. Section 2 of the Criminal Procedure Code (called in this Act the
Code) is amended —

(a) by inserting, immediately after the definitions of “arrestable
offence” and “arrestable case” in subsection (1), the

10 following definition:

“ “audiovisual recording” means an aggregate of
visual images and sounds embodied in a thing,
so as to be capable, by the use of that thing, of
being produced electronically and shown as a

15 moving picture with associated sounds;”;

(b) by inserting, immediately after the definition of “bailable
offence” in subsection (1), the following definition:

“ “child abuse offence” means an offence under
section 5(1), 6, 7, 11(2), 12 or 13 of the

20 Children and Young Persons Act (Cap. 38),
and includes an abetment of, a conspiracy to
commit, or an attempt to commit, such an
offence;”;

(c) by inserting, immediately after the definition of “court” in
25 subsection (1), the following definition:

“ “Criminal Procedure Rules” —

(a) means the Criminal Procedure Rules
made under this Code and any other
written law by the Criminal Procedure

30 Rules Committee constituted under
section 428A; and
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(b) includes any subsidiary legislation
deemed under section 428A(15) to
be Criminal Procedure Rules;”;

(d) by inserting, immediately after the definition of “criminal
5record” in subsection (1), the following definition:

“ “data” has the same meaning as in the Computer
Misuse Act;”;

(e) by inserting, immediately before the definition of “financial
institution” in subsection (1), the following definition:

10“ “expert” means a person with scientific, technical
or other specialised knowledge based on
training, study or experience;”;

(f) by inserting, immediately after the definition of “fine” in
subsection (1), the following definition:

15“ “fine-only offence” means an offence that is
punishable only with a fine;”;

(g) by deleting the words “committal hearing,” in the definition
of “proceeding” in subsection (1);

(h) by deleting the definition of “Registrar of the State Courts”
20in subsection (1) and substituting the following definitions:

“ “Registrar of the Family Justice Courts” means
the registrar of the Family Justice Courts, and
includes the deputy registrar and an assistant
registrar of the Family Justice Courts;

25“Registrar of the State Courts”means the registrar
of the State Courts, and includes a deputy
registrar of the State Courts;”;

(i) by inserting, immediately after the definition of “repealed
Code” in subsection (1), the following definition:

30“ “sexual offence” means —

(a) an offence under section 354, 354A,
355, 356, 357, 358, 372, 373, 373A,
375, 376, 376A, 376B, 376C, 376D,
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