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INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 
(IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES) ACT

(CHAPTER 145)

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS (IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES) 
(WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION) ORDER 2005

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 2(2) of the International Organisations 
(Immunities and Privileges) Act, the President hereby makes the following Order:

Citation and commencement

1.  This Order may be cited as the International Organisations (Immunities and 
Privileges) (World Intellectual Property Organization) Order 2005 and shall be deemed to 
have come into operation on 1st February 2005.

Definitions
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2.  In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires —

“senior official”, in relation to the WIPO Office —

(a) means the Director of the WIPO Office; and

(b) includes any other official of WIPO of an equivalent or higher grade 
designated by WIPO with the consent of the Government and 
assigned to the WIPO Office;

“WIPO” means the World Intellectual Property Organization;

“WIPO Office” means the WIPO office in Singapore.

Status of WIPO

3.  WIPO is an organisation of which the Government and the governments of foreign 
sovereign Powers are members.

Privileges of WIPO Office

4.—(1)  The WIPO Office shall have the like inviolability of official archives and 
premises occupied as offices as is accorded in respect of the official archives and 
premises of an envoy of a foreign sovereign Power accredited to the Republic of 
Singapore.

(2)  The WIPO Office shall have the like exemption or relief from the following taxes 
and rates as may be accorded to a foreign sovereign Power:

(a) radio and television licence fees;

(b) goods and services tax in respect of goods and services consumed in 
Singapore by the WIPO Office;

(c) tax incurred by the WIPO Office on utilities bills and telephone charges; 
and

(d) property tax, and stamp duty in respect of any tenancy agreement entered 
into, for —

(i) the premises occupied by the WIPO Office; and

(ii) if payable by the WIPO Office, the premises used as the 
residence of the Director of the WIPO Office.

(3)  The WIPO Office shall be exempted from customs duties on all dutiable goods 
directly imported by it for its official use in Singapore, such exemption to be subject to 
compliance with such conditions as the Director-General of Customs may prescribe for 
the protection of revenue.


