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Whereas on 10th January 1986, Mr. J. B. Jeyaretnam, Member for Anson, had in 
Parliament in the course of the debate on the Second Reading of the Criminal Procedure 
Code (Amendment) Bill made allegations of executive interference in the subordinate 
judiciary, by transferring District Judges who had given decisions that displeased the 
executive and this interference resulted in the independence and impartiality of the 
subordinate judiciary being undermined:

And whereas on 19th and 21st March 1986, Mr. J. B. Jeyaretnam, the Member for 
Anson, had in Parliament in the course of the debate on the Budget again made 
allegations imputing executive interference in the Subordinate Courts in relation to the 
transfer of Mr. Michael Khoo, from Senior District Judge to Senior State Counsel and 
Deputy Public Prosecutor in the Attorney-General’s Chambers and that such interference 
had cast doubts on the independence and impartiality of District Judges and Magistrates 
thereby causing disquiet in the minds of the public: 

And whereas it is provided by the Inquiry Commissions Act that it shall be lawful for 
the President, whenever he shall deem it advisable, to issue a Commission appointing 
one or more Commissioners to inquire, inter alia, into any matter in which an inquiry 
would in the opinion of the President be for the public welfare: 

And whereas I am of the opinion that it would be for the public welfare that an inquiry 
should forthwith be made by the Commissioner so appointed in accordance with the 
following terms of reference, namely: 

(a) to investigate the evidence upon which Mr. J. B. Jeyaretnam based his 
allegation in Parliament on 10th January 1986 that the executive arm of 
Government had on at least three occasions interfered with the 
administration of justice in the subordinate judiciary by transferring 
District Judges from the subordinate judiciary whenever decisions were 
given by them that displeased the executive and this interference had 
undermined the independence and impartiality of the subordinate judiciary; 

(b) to investigate the evidence upon which Mr. J. B. Jeyaretnam, MP for 
Anson, based his allegation in Parliament on 19th and 21st March 1986 
that the transfer of Mr. Michael Khoo from his appointment as Senior 
District Judge to an appointment as Senior State Counsel and Deputy 
Public Prosecutor in the Attorney-General’s Chambers was due to, or 
caused by, interference by the executive arm of Government in the 


