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Short title

1. This Act is the Sale of Goods (United Nations Convention)
Act 1995.

Interpretation

2. In this Act, “Convention” means the United Nations Convention
on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods adopted at Vienna,
Austria, on 10 April 1980 and opened for signature and accession on
11 April 1980, the English text of which is set out in the Schedule.

Convention to have force of law

3.—(1) Subject to subsection (2), the provisions of the Convention
have the force of law in Singapore.
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(2) Sub-paragraph (1)(b) of Article 1 of the Convention does not
have the force of law in Singapore and accordingly the Convention
will apply to contracts of sale of goods only between those parties
whose places of business are in different States when the States are
Contracting States.

(3) The Minister may by order delete subsection (2) if the
reservation made pursuant to Article 95 of the Convention is
withdrawn except that sub-paragraph (1)(b) of Article 1 of the
Convention does not apply to and does not have the force of law in
relation to any proposal for concluding the contract made or any
contract concluded before the date on which the withdrawal of the
reservation takes effect under Article 97(4) of the Convention.

Convention to prevail in event of inconsistency

4. The provisions of the Convention prevail over any other law in
force in Singapore to the extent of any inconsistency.

Convention countries

5.—(1) A notification made by the Minister and published in the
Gazette —

(a) declaring that the Convention has entered or will enter into
force, with effect from a specified date, in respect of a
specified country;

(b) declaring that a specified country has made a declaration
under Part IV of the Convention and specifying details of
that declaration, including the date the declaration took or
will take effect; or

(c) declaring that a specified country has denounced the
Convention or Part II or III of the Convention and
specifying the date the denunciation took or will take
effect,

is evidence of the facts contained in the notification.
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(2) For the purposes of this Act, a certificate signed by the Minister
stating any of the facts referred to in subsection (1) in relation to a
State specified in the certificate is, upon mere production, evidence of
that fact.

THE SCHEDULE
Section 2

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON CONTRACTS FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL SALE OF GOODS

THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION,

BEARING IN MIND the broad objectives in the resolutions adopted by the
sixth special session of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the
establishment of a New International Economic Order,

CONSIDERING that the development of international trade on the basis of
equality and mutual benefit is an important element in promoting friendly
relations among States,

BEING OF THE OPINION that the adoption of uniform rules which govern
contracts for the international sale of goods and take into account the different
social, economic and legal systems would contribute to the removal of legal
barriers in international trade and promote the development of international trade,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

PART I

SPHERE OF APPLICATION AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER I

SPHERE OF APPLICATION

Article 1

(1) This Convention applies to contracts of sale of goods between parties whose
places of business are in different States:

(a) when the States are Contracting States; or

(b) when the rules of private international law lead to the application of the
law of a Contracting State.

(2) The fact that the parties have their places of business in different States is to
be disregarded whenever this fact does not appear either from the contract or from
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