
THE STATUTES OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

PUBLIC TRUSTEE ACT 1915

2020 REVISED EDITION

This revised edition incorporates all amendments up to and
including 1 December 2021 and comes into operation on 31 December 2021.

Prepared and Published by

THE LAW REVISION COMMISSION
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF

THE REVISED EDITION OF THE LAWS ACT 1983





Public Trustee Act 1915

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
Section

1. Short title
2. Interpretation

Establishment of Public Trustee

3. Minister to appoint Public Trustee

Powers and Duties of Public Trustee

4. General powers and duties of Public Trustee
5. Public Trustee may represent minor in certain cases

In the Administration of Small Estates

6. Administration of small estates

As an Ordinary Trustee

7. Appointment of Public Trustee to be trustee, executor, etc.
8. Granting probate to Public Trustee
9. [Repealed]

Common Fund

10. Common Fund
11. What are not to be included in Common Fund
12. Frequency of calculation and income payable to estates
12A. Manner of calculating and paying income to estates
13. Constitution of Investment Board
14. [Repealed]
15. Persons not obliged to enquire whether dealing sanctioned
15A. Reserve Fund
16. Government guarantee in regard to moneys included in

Common Fund

Liability and Fees

17. Liability of Consolidated Fund

31.12.2021

1

2020 Ed.



Section

18. Fees charged by Public Trustee

Supplemental Provisions

19. Appeal to court from Public Trustee
20. Mode of action of Public Trustee
21. Unclaimed funds to be paid into Consolidated Fund

Investigation and Audit of Trust Accounts

22. Investigation and audit of trust accounts

Rules

23. Rules

An Act to provide for the appointment of a Public Trustee.

[1 July 1935]

Short title

1. This Act is the Public Trustee Act 1915.

Interpretation

2. In this Act, unless there is something repugnant in the subject or
context —

“Board” means the Investment Board mentioned in section 13;

“Common Fund” means the Common Fund mentioned in
section 10;

“expenses” includes costs and charges;

“letters of administration”means letters of administration of the
estate and effects of a deceased person, whether general or
with a will annexed, or limited either in time or otherwise;

“private trustee” means a trustee other than the Public Trustee;

“Reserve Fund” means the fund established under section 15A;

“trust” includes an executorship or administratorship, and
“trustee” is to be construed accordingly;
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“trust property” includes all property in the possession or under
the control wholly or partly of the Public Trustee by virtue of
any trust.

[44/2014]

Establishment of Public Trustee

Minister to appoint Public Trustee

3.—(1) TheMinister may appoint a fit person to the office of Public
Trustee, who is to hold office during the Minister’s pleasure, and
receive such salary or fees, and be appointed on such terms, as the
Minister determines.

[7/1997]

(2) The Minister may appoint such fit and proper persons to be
Deputy Public Trustees, Assistant Public Trustees and other officers
of the Public Trustee as the Minister considers necessary for the
purposes of this Act.

[44/2014]

(3) The Deputy Public Trustees, Assistant Public Trustees and other
officers of the Public Trustee are to hold office on such terms as the
Minister may determine.

[44/2014]

(4) Any reference in this Act or in any other written law to officer or
officers of the Public Trustee includes a reference to a Deputy Public
Trustee and an Assistant Public Trustee.

[44/2014]

Corporation sole

(5) The Public Trustee is a corporation sole under that name, with
perpetual succession and an official seal, and may sue and be sued
under the above name like any other corporation sole.

Remuneration

(6) The salary or remuneration of the Public Trustee and the officers
of the Public Trustee and such other expenses of executing the office
of the Public Trustee or otherwise carrying this Act into effect as are
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