
Freetown Improvement [Cap. 66 

CHAPTER 66. 

FREETOWN IMPROVEMENT. 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS. 

PART I.-PRELIMINARY. 

:ECTION. . 
s 1 Short title. 

2: Ap~li~ation. . 
3 DiviSlOil of Ordmance. 

4: Interpretation and delegation. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 

27. 
28. 

29. 
30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 
34. 
35. 

pART Il.-SUB-DIVISION OF WARDS. 

Sub-divisions of wards into sections. 
Sections of Central Ward. 
Sections of East Ward. 
Sections of West Ward. 
Division line between two sections. 

PART IlL-BUILDINGS (GENERAL). 

Part III to have effect subject to Orders by Governor in Council. 
New building. 
Old building. 
Alterations and additions to old building. 
Rebuilding old building. 
Intention to erect new building to be notified. 
Notification of time for completion of building. 
Approval and disapproval of plans for new buildings. 
Use of buildings. 
Alteration of buildings erected without notice. 
Notification of commencement and completion of building. 
Non-notification an offence. 
Inspection of buildings. 
Notice to amend building. 
Omission to amend an offence. 
Correction of frontages. 
Notification to remove new projections. 
Powers of Director of Public Works with regard to existing 

projections. 
Notice to owner to take down dangerous building. 
On failure of owner Director of Public Works may take down or 

repair. 
Expenses to be levied by distress on the owner. 
If owner not found the Director of Public Works may take house or 

ground, making compensation. 
Sale of materials by Director of Public Works restoring to owner 

overplus arising from sale. 
Recovery of expenses from occupier. 

PART TV.-ROOFING OF BUILDINGS. 

~art _ry _to have effect subject to Orders of Governor in Council. 
rohib1t10n of imfl.ammable roofs 

Liability of owner. · 

625 



626 Cap. 66] Freetown Improvement 

SECTION. 

36. Liability of occupier. 
37. Powers of Director of Public Works in case of default of owner and 

occupier. 

PART V.-UNFINISHED AND DILAPIDATED BuiLDINGs. 

38. Part V to have effect subject to Orders of Governor in Council. 
39. Limit of application of Part V. 
40. Fine for unfinished building. 

pART VI.-FENCES. 

41. Fencing of land abutting on street. 
42. Wooden fences. 
43. Fences of living plants. 
44. Prohibition of barbed wire. 
45. Removal of fences. 
46. Penalty. 

pART VIL-STREETS. 

47. Plots without buildings deemed to be occupied. 
48. Prohibition of obstruction of streets. 
49. Crossings over open drains. 
50. Removal of crossings over open drains. 
51. Prohibition of removal of soil or material from street. 
52. Notification of intention to lay out new street. 
53. Failure of Director of Public Works to fix levels. 
54. Liability of persons laying out streets without notice. 

PART VIIL-MISCELLANEous. 

55. Foundry or forge not to be established without licence. 
Penalty for establishing foundry or forge without licence. 

56. Penalty upon occupiers obstructing execution of works or not 
disclosing owner's name. 

57. Appeals against order or act of Public Works Department. 
58. Authentication of notices. 
59. Recovery of damages and expenses. 
60. Alteration of forms. 
61. Authorisation of officer to perform acts. 
62. Power of Governor in Council to make Rules and Orders. 
63. Governor in Council may declare area to be a Town Planning Area. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

THIRD SCHEDULE. 

FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

FIFTH SCHEDULE. 



Freetown Improvement [Cap. 66 

CHAPTER 66. 

FREETOWN IMPROVEMENT. 

A.n Ordinance for the improvement of the City of Freetown. 

[1ST JANUARY, 1900.] 

PART I.-PRELIMINARY. 
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23 of 1899. 
32 of 1908. 

8 of 1926. 
22 of 1940. 
10 of 1941. 
27 of 1941. 
29 of 1942. 
P.N. 165 of 
1942. 
Sec. 23 of 
13 of 1912. 
Sec. 29 of 
12 of 1924. 
30 of 1953. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Freetown Improvement Short title. 

Ordinance. 

2. This Ordinance, except in cases where its application is Application. 

expressly limited, applies to the whole of the city: 
Provided nevertheless that this Ordinance shall not apply to 

anv land or building belonging to or held in trust for the 
Irli'perial or Colonial Government. 

3. This Ordinance is divided into eight parts as follows­
Part I.-Preliminary. 
Part H.-Sub-divisions of Wards. 
Part IlL-Buildings (general). 
Part TV.-Roofing of buildings. 
Part V.-Unfinished and dilapidated buildings. 
Part VI.-Fences. 
Part VII.-Streets. 
Part VIII.-Miscellaneous. 

Division of 
Ordinance. 

4 .. (l) In this Ordinance, unless 
reqmres-

the context otherwise InterpTeta. 
tion and 
delegation. 

". ba~bed wire " means any wire with spikes 
pro] ectwns ; 

or jagged 30 of 1953 

. " builder " means the master builder or other person who 
18 employed to execute or who actually executes any work 
upon any building; 

w~~l building " means any structure whatsoever, including a 
' except where such wall is used only as a fence; 
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Sub-divisions 
of wards into 
sections. 

Sections of 
Central 
Ward. 
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" dwelling house " means any building used wholly or in 
part for human habitation; 

"owner " includes any person in possession of any land or 
building, other than as a tenant from year to year dr for any 
less term, or as a tenant at will, and also includes a person 
who is receiving or entitled to receive the rent of any land or 
building whether on his own account or on behalf of himself 
and others or as an agent or trustee, or who would so receive 
the rent or be entitled to receive it if the land or building were 
let to a tenant; 

" street " includes any highway, road, avenue, alley, 
footpath, square, court or other thoroughfare or open space 
over which the public have a right of passage; 

" ward " means a ward of the city; 
any reference to " this Ordinance " shall be deemed to 

include a reference to any rules which may be made under 
the powers conferred by section 62. 

(2) Any of the powers or duties conferred or imposed by this 
Ordinance on the Director of Public Works may, whenever the 
Director of Public Works so determines, be exercised by any 
other servant of the Government appointed by the Director of 
Public Works to act on his behalf, and all references to the 
Director of Public Works in this Ordinance shall be construed 
accordingly. 

PART H.-SUB-DIVISION OF WARDS. 

5. For the purpose of this Ordinance the wards of the city 
are sub-divided into sections, each of which is named after the 
ward of which it forms a part. 

6. The Central Ward is sub-divided into, and consists of, six 
sections to be called-Central Ward-First, Second, Third, 
Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Section respectively. The said 
sections are as follows, that is to say-

(1) The Central Ward (First Section) comprises the area 
within a line which starts from a point on the bank of the 
Sierra Leone River, opposite Bathurst Street, and passes 
thence up Bathurst Street to its junction with Pademba 
Road, thence along Pademba Road to its junction with 
Pultney Street, thence across Government House grounds to 
the top of Garrison Street, thence down Garrison Street to 
the beach at Susan's Bay, thence along the bank of the Sierra 
Leone River in a westerly direction till the said line reaches 
its starting point. 
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-----(
2) The Central Ward (Second Section) comprises the area 

. · a line which starts from a point on the bank of the 
w.1thm Leone River, opposite Bathurst Street, and passes 
Sierrae up Bathurst Street to its junction with Pademba 
then~ thence in a southerly direction along Pademba Road 
Ro~s'junction with Upper Brook Street, thence down Upper 
~, 1 

k Street to its junction with Westmoreland Street, thence 
to~ Sanders or Ede-oroko Brook to its junction with the 

s·onra Leone River, and thence in an easterly direction along 
t~~ bank o~ the Sierra Leone River till the said line reaches its 
starting pomt. 

(3) The Cent~al Ward (Third S~ction) comprises the ar~a 
within a line whiCh starts from a pomt on the beach at Susan s 
Bay, opposite. Garrison Street,. and passes th~nce in an 
easterly directwn along the sa1d beach to NICol Brook, 
thence up Nicol Brook, to where Frederick Street crosses the 
said brook, thence along Frederick Street to its junction with 
Circular Road, thence along Circular Road in a northerly 
direction to its junction with the top of Upper Howe Street, 
thence down Upper Howe Street to its junction with Garrison 
Street, thence down Garrison Street till the said line reaches 
its starting point. 

(4) The Central Ward (Fourth Section) comprises the area 
within a line which starts at the junction of Pultney Street 
and Pademba Road, and passes thence in an easterly direction 
along the north ends of Soldier Street, Fort Street and Hill 
Street until it meets the boundary of the War Department 
property at Tower Hill, thence in a southerly direction along 
the said boundary till it meets Circular Road, thence along 
Circular Road in a westerly direction to its junction with 
_Pademba Road, thence along West Street to the point where 
1t ~eets Sanders Brook, thence along Sanders Brook to the 
pomt where Upper Brook Street meets Westmoreland Street, 
then~e up Upper Brook Street to its junction with Pademba 
~oact, thence along Pademba Road in a northerly direction 
hll the said line reaches its starting point . 

. (5~ Th'l. Central vVard (Fifth Section) comprises an area 
Wlthm a hne which starts at the junction of Nicol Brook and 
~~e Western Boundary of War Department property at 
\~ount Aureol; thence in a southerly direction along the 
R ar Department Boundary to the Freetown Water Works 
~h~se~vation Boundary, thence in a we~terly direction along 
. . reetown Water Works ReservatiOn Boundary to its 
Ju~1ctwn with Highbay Brook, thence in a northerly direction 
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