
THE    MINES AND MINERALS  ACT,   2009

ARRANGEMENT   OF   SECTIONS
Section No.

PART I–PRELIMINARY
1. Interpretation.

PART II–OWNERSHIP OF  MINERALS
2. Ownership of minerals.

PART III–ADMINISTRATION
3. Minister to be responsible for administration of Act.
4. Director to be responsible for implementation of Act.
5. Duties of the Director.
6. Powers of Director and authorised officers.
7. Execution and delegation of functions of the Director.
8. Duties and powers of the Director of Geological Survey.
9. Execution and delegation of functions of the Director of Geological Survey.

10. Authorised officers.
11. Establishment of Minerals Advisory Board.
12. Responsibilities of the Board.
13. Meetings of the Board.
14. Power to co-opt.
15. Disclosure of interest.
16. Annual Report.
17. Obstruction of Directors or authorised officers.
18. Indemnity of officers.
19. Minister and officers prohibited from acquiring mineral rights, etc.
20. Prohibition against the disclosure of information.

PART IV–ACQUISITION  OF  MINERAL  RIGHTS
21. Acquisition of mineral rights.
22. Types of mineral rights.
23. Form and content of mineral rights.

24. Power of the Minister to authorise mineral investigations.
25. Acquisition of mineral rights by public tender.
26. Restrictions on grant of mineral rights.
27. Priority of applications.
28. Applications for mineral rights.
29. Information, time etc, for disposal of application.
30. Areas designated for artisanal and small-scale mining licences.
31. Restriction on exercise of rights.

PART V–MINERAL  RIGHTS  AND  SURFACE  RIGHTS
32. Restrictions on exercise of rights under a mineral right.
33. Right to graze stock and cultivate land.
34. Acquisition of exclusive surface rights by holder of a large-scale mining

licence.
35. Compensation for disturbance of rights, etc.
36. Compulsory acquisition of private land.
37. Compensation for compulsory acquisition of land.
38. Right to resettlement.

PART VI–REGISTRATION,  RECORDS  AND  CADASTRE
39. Mining Cadastre Office.
40. Mining cadastre.
41. Registration of applications.
42. Registration of licence granting a mineral right.
43. Memorials to be made in register of mineral rights.
44. Registered licence is conclusive evidence.
45. Prior registers.
46. Cadastral survey map.
47. Evidentiary provision.
48. Confidential reports.
49. Public access.

PART VII–SURRENDER, SUSPENSION AND CANCELLATION OF MINERAL
RIGHTS

50. Withdrawal of application for mineral rights.
51. Surrender of area covered by mineral right.
52. Temporary suspension order.
53. Suspension and cancellation of mineral rights.
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54. Assets on termination of mineral right.
55. Delivery of documents on termination of mineral rights.

PART VIII–RECONNAISSANCE  LICENCES
56. Eligibility for reconnaissance licence.
57. Application for reconnaissance licence.
58. Disposal of application for reconnaissance licence.
59. Restriction on grant of reconnaissance licence.
60. Notice of decision on application for reconnaissance licence.
61. Contents of reconnaissance licence.
62. Size of reconnaissance licence area.
63. Duration and renewal of reconnaissance licence.
64. Rights of holder of reconnaissance licence.
65. Obligations of holder of reconnaissance licence.
66. Status of reconnaissance licence on application for or grant of large-scale

mining licence.
67. Amendment of programme of reconnaissance operations.
68. Transfer of reconnaissance licence.

PART IX–EXPLORATION  LICENCES
69. Eligibility for exploration licence.
70. Application for exploration licence.
71. Disposal of application for exploration licence.
72. Notice of decision on application for exploration licence.
73. Restriction on grant of exploration licence.
74. Contents of exploration licence.
75. Size of exploration licence area.
76. Duration and renewals of exploration licence.
77. Rights of holder of exploration licence.
78. Obligations of holder of exploration licence.
79. Ancillary rights of holder of exploration licence.
80. Status of exploration licence on application for or grant of mining licence.
81. Status of exploration licence areas.
82. Amendment of programme of exploration operations.
83. Transfer of exploration licence.

PART X –ARTISANAL  MINING  LICENCES
84. Eligibility for artisanal mining licences.
85. Application for artisanal mining licence.

86. Disposal of applications for artisanal mining licences.
87. Restriction on grant of artisanal mining licence.
88. Contents of artisanal mining licence.
89. Size of artisanal licence mining area.
90. Duration and renewal of artisanal mining licences.
91. Rights and duties of holders of artisanal mining licences.
92. Revocation of artisanal mining licences.
93. Notice to remedy dangerous or defective mining operations.
94. Transfer of mining artisanal licences.

PART XI–SMALL-SCALE  MINING  LICENCES
95. Eligibility for small-scale mining licences.
96. Application for small-scale mining licence.
97. Disposal of applications for small-scale mining licences.
98. Restriction on grant of small-scale mining licence.
99. Contents of small-scale mining licence.

100. Size of small-scale licence mining area.
101. Duration and renewal of small-scale mining licences.
102. Rights and duties of holders of small-scale mining licences.
103. Revocation of small-scale mining licences.
104. Notice to remedy dangerous or defective mining operations.

PART XII–LARGE-SCALE  MINING  LICENCES
105. Eligibility for large-scale mining licences.
106. Application for large-scale mining licence.
107. Disposal of application for large-scale mining licence.
108. Restriction on grant of large-scale mining licence.
109. Notice of decision on application for large-scale mining licence.
110. Contents of large-scale mining licence.
111. Duration of large-scale mining licence.
112. Renewal of large-scale mining licences.
113. Amendment of programme of operations of large-scale mining licence.
114. Rights of holders of large-scale mining licences.
115. Obligations of holders of large-scale mining licences.
116. Wasteful mining and treatment practices.
117. Co-ordination of mining operations.
118. Termination, suspension or reduction of production.
119. Transfer of large-scale mining licences.
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PART XIII–RADIOACTIVE MINERALS
120. Provisions relating to radioactive minerals.
121. Notification of discovery of radioactive minerals.
122. Report of operation related to radioactive minerals.
123. Export or disposal of radioactive minerals.
124. Offences against this Part.

PART XIV–DREDGING FOR MINERALS
125. Provisions relating to dredging for minerals.
126. Dredging permit required.
127. Additional information relating to dredging.
128. Application for dredging permit.
129. Cancellation of dredging permits.
130. Non-compliance deemed as contravention.

PART XV–PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT
131. Protection of natural resources to be taken into account.
132. General duty to protect environment and minimize pollution.
133. Environmental impact assessment.
134. Annual environmental report.
135. Diversion of watercourse.
136. Rehabilitation of damaged areas.
137. Direction to comply with conditions of mineral rights for protection of the

environment.

PART XVI–COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
138. General obligation to promote community development.
139. Where community development agreement is required.
140. Content of community development agreement.
141. Approval of community development agreement.

PART XVII–HEALTH AND SAFETY
142. Duty of holders of mineral right to ensure safety of workers.
143. Duties of workers at mines.
144. Rights of workers at mines.
145. Protection from discrimination.
146. Duty to report accidents.
147. Health and safety regulations.

PART XVIII–FINANCIAL
148. Royalties.
149. Exemption from payment of royalties.
150. Provisional royalties.
151. Prohibition on disposal of minerals.
152. Annual charge in respect of mineral rights.
153. Submission of financial agreements.
154. Arms-length sales.
155. Separate accounting for large-scale mining licences.
156. Security for compliance.
157. Recovery of royalties, taxes, duties, etc.
158. Minister may require information.
159. Transparency in the extractive industry.
160. Duty to report revenue payments to Government.
161. Definitions.
162. Government equity participation.

PART XIX–MISCELLANEOUS
163. Preference for Sierra Leone products.
164. Employment and training of Sierra Leone citizens.
165. Removal of minerals.
166. Preservation of samples and cores.
167. Discovery of precious minerals.
168. Unlawful possession of precious minerals.
169. Smuggling of precious minerals.
170. Miscellaneous offences.
171. Offences in relation to registration.
172. Failure to deliver documents.
173. General penalty.
174. Liability of employer for offences committed by his servants.
175. Review of decision of Minister.

PART XX–REGULATIONS
176. Regulations.
177. Power of Minister to make special regulations with regards to precious

minerals.

PART XXI–REPEAL  AND  SAVINGS
178. Repeal and savings.
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Short title.

No. 12 2009

Sierra Leone

The  Mines and Minerals Act, 2009.

Being an Act to consolidate and amend the law on mines and
minerals; to promote local and foreign investment  in the mining
sector by introducing new and improved provisions for exploration,
mine development and marketing of minerals and mineral secondary
processing for the benefit of the people of Sierra Leone; to ensure
that management of the mineral sector is transparent and accountable
in accordance with international best practice; to promote improved
employment practices in the mining sector; to improve the welfare
of communities adversely affected by mining; to introduce measures
to reduce the harmful effects of mining activities on the environment
and to provide for other related matters.

        [                ]

ENACTED by the President and Members of Parliament in this
present Parliament assembled.

Date of com-
mencement.

SIGNED this 30th day of December, 2009

DR. ERNEST BAI KOROMA,
President.
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No. 12 Mines  and  Minerals   Act 2009No. 12 Mines  and  Minerals   Act 2009

PART I–PRELIMINARY

1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires –

“annual charge” means the annual charge payable by
the holder of a mineral right under section 152;

“artisanal mining licence” means an artisanal mining
licence granted under section 86;

“artisanal mining licence area” means an area that is
subject to an artisanal mining licence;

“artisanal mining operations” means mining operations
that does not exceed a depth of ten metres;

“associated minerals” means any mineral which occurs
in mineralogical association with, and in the same
ore deposit as the primary mineral being mined, where
it is physically impossible to mine the primary mineral
without also mining the mineral associated therewith;

“authorised officer” means a person designated as
such under section 10;

“body corporate” means a company or corporation;

“capital” means all cash contributions, plant,
machinery, equipment, buildings, spare parts, raw
materials, working capital and other business assets
other than good will;

“community development agreement” means a
community development agreement approved under
section 141;

“company” means a body corporate incorporated or
registered under the Companies Act;

“continental shelf” means that part of the seabed and
subsoil of the submarine area adjacent to the coast
of Sierra Leone but outside territorial waters over
which the Republic is entitled by law to exercise
sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and
exploiting natural resources;

“court” means any duly constituted court other than a
local court;

“declared area” means an area declared for licensing
of artisanal and small-scale mineral operations under
section 30;

“Director” means the Director of Mines referred to
under section 4;

“discovery” means a discovery of a mineral deposit or
a discovery of a mineral or group of minerals
occurring in quantities or circumstances that indicate
the presence of a mineral deposit;

“dredging permit” means a dredging permit granted
by the Minister under section 126;

“environmental impact assessment” means an
environmental impact assessment fulfilling all
requirements of this Act and the Environment
Protection Act, 2000;

“environmental management programme” means a plan
meeting all requirements of this Act and the Environ-
ment Protection Act, 2000;

“exploration licence” means an exploration licence
granted by the Minister under section 71;

“exploration licence area” means an area that is subject
to an exploration licence;
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Interpretation.
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