
[ Act No. 467, October 06, 1902 ]

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR TAKING A CENSUS OF THE PHILIPPINE
ISLANDS.

By authority of the United States, be it enacted by the Philippine Commission, that:
 

SECTION 1. A census of the population by name, age, sex, race or tribe, nativity,
and literacy, of school attendance, of ownership of homes, and of industrial and
social statistics for each province and municipality, and other civil divisions of the
Philippine Islands, in accordance with the Act of Congress approved July first,
nineteen hundred and two, shall be taken in the year nineteen hundred and three.

 

SEC. 2. There shall be established in the Department of Public Instruction a Census
Bureau, the chief officer of which shall be the Director of the Census, who shall be
appointed by the Civil Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
Commission. The Director of the Census shall be charged with the collection,
tabulation, and publication of the statistics required by this Act. He may be, with the
consent of the President of the United States, a general officer of the United States
Army. In case a general officer is thus appointed, he shall be paid, in lieu of all
allowance Tor forage, fuel, and quarters, to which he would be entitled under the
Army regulations, the sum of ten dollars per diem, payable out of the insular
Treasury.

 

There shall also be two Assistant Directors of the Census, to be appointed by the
Civil Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Commission, who shall be
experienced, practical statisticians, and  who  shall  be  paid a salary  of seven
hundred  and twenty dollars per month each,  and  whose appointment as  Assistant
Directors of the Census may be terminated by the Director of the Census as soon
after their return to the United States as may be desirable: Provided, however, That
nothing herein contained shall be construed to establish a permanent Census
Bureau.

 

SEC. 3. During the absence or disability of the Director of the Director of the
Census, one of the Assistant Directors, to be designated by the Director, shall
perform the duties of the Director, and at all other times the Assistant Directors shall
perform such duties as may be prescribed by the Director of the Census.

 

SEC. 4. There shall also be in the  Census Bureau, to be appointed by the Director
thereof, one chief clerk, who shall receive a salary at the rate of two thousand two
hundred and fifty dollars per year; three secretaries, each at a salary of one
hundred and fifty dollars per month; six clerks, each at a salary of one hundred and
thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents per month; and such number of clerks and
skilled laborers, at a monthly salary of not more than eighty-five or less than sixty
dollars per month, to be appointed from time to time, as may be found necessary
for the prompt and proper performance of the duties herein required.

 

SEC. 5. The collection of the information required by this Act shall be made under
the direction of the Director of the Census by supervisors,  enumerators,  and 
special  agents, whose  inquiries shall  be  restricted to the  population, schools,
agriculture, and industrial  and  social statistics, separately for each province  and



municipality and other civil divisions as the census schedules, approved by the
Secretary of Public Instruction, may require: Provided, That whenever an official
registration of mortuary or other statistics is and has been maintained, the Director
of the Census may employ experts or special agents to investigate and ascertain
such statistics, whether of manufacturing, railroad, fishing, mining, telegraph,
express, transportation, insurance, banking, or of such other industries as the
Secretary of Public Instruction may direct.

SEC. 6. The supervisors, enumerators, and  special  agents shall be appointed by
the Director of the Census, by and with the advice and consent  of the  Civil 
Governor: Provided,  That  all insular, municipal, and provincial officials, and such
officers and enlisted men of the Army as may be designated by the Commanding
General, Division of the Philippines, shall be eligible to appointment.

SEC. 7. For the purposes of this census, the Director of the Census shall divide the
Philippine Islands into fifty supervisors' districts, more or loss, the boundaries of
which shall, whenever practicable, conform to the boundaries of the insular
provinces. Each supervisor shall be duly commissioned by the Civil Governor, and
before entering upon his duties, shall take and subscribe the following oath before
any official authorized to administer oaths:

"I,................................................................................., supervisor
of the ............................................ supervisors district, do solemnly
swear that I recognize and accept; the supreme authority of the United
States of America and will maintain true faith and allegiance thereto, and
that will, to the best of my ability, enumerate, or cause to be
enumerated, all the inhabitants of such district, and will collect, or cause
to be collected, the other statistical information within the same, as
required by law or regulation, and will faithfully perform all the duties
enjoined on me by law providing for the taking of the census. So help me
God."

 
This oath, when duly executed, shall be forwarded to the Director of the Census and
duly filed in his office.

 

SEC. 8. Each supervisor of the Census shall be charged, within his district, with the
performance of the following duties:

 

First. To consult with the Director of the Census in regard to the division of his
district into enumeration districts most convenient for the purpose of enumeration,
which districts and the limits thereof shall be fixed by the Director of the Census.

 

Second. To nominate to the Director of the Census suitable persons as enumerators
and special agents within his district, one or more for each enumeration district,
who shall be resident therein. In case it shall occur in any enumeration district that
no person is qualified and willing to perform the duties of enumerator, the supervisor
may nominate any fit person to be the enumerator of that district: Provided, That in
no case shall a supervisor nominate as enumerator or special agent his father,
mother, son, daughter, niece or nephew, or any other relative by blood or marriage
within the fourth degree.

 

Third. To communicate to enumerators and special agents the necessary instructions



and directions relating to their duties as enumerators or special agents, taking care
that they are perfectly understood.

Fourth. To examine thoroughly the schedules and other returns and reports of the
enumerators and special agents, causing all discrepancies or deficiencies appearing
on them to be corrected or supplied, and to forward them to the Director in such
time and in such manner as shall be prescribed by him.

Fifth. To make such visits of inspection throughout his district as may be necessary
to ascertain the progress and efficiency of the enumeration.

Sixth. To prepare and forward promptly at the close of each month to the disbursing
officer designated to make payments in his district in behalf of the census, all
accounts and voucher covering the service of himself, his clerk, his messenger, and
each enumerator, as well as for other necessary expenses, which vouchers the
supervisor shall certify to be time and correct. Payments on such vouchers may be
made by check in favor of each person to whom payment is due, or in money, as
may be most convenient. All accounts of special agents and enumerators shall be
sworn to by them as correct and just before the same are submitted to the district
supervisor for certification for payment by the designated disbursing officer.

The duties imposed on the supervisors by this Act shall be performed in any and all
particulars in accordance with the instructions and directions of the Director of the
Census, and any supervisor who may abandon, neglect, or improperly perform the
duties required of him by this Act, may be removed by the Director of the Census.

Each supervisor shall receive a salary of one hundred and seventy-five dollars per
month, such sum to be m full compensation for all services rendered and expenses
incurred by him: Provided, however, That when he is traveling under orders or in
serious emergencies arising during the progress of the enumeration in his district, or
in connection with the enumeration of any subdivision, he may, in the discretion of
the Director of the Census, be allowed the actual cost of transportation and one
dollar and fifty cents per day, money of the United States, in lieu of subsistence,
during his necessary absence from his place of residence in his district. He shall also
be entitled to one clerk at a salary of sixty dollars per month, and one messenger at
a salary of thirty dollars per month: Provided, That one-half of the salary due each
supervisor shall be withheld and not paid him until after the schedules of other
returns and reports required of him shall have been duly rendered to the Director of
the Census.

SEC. 9. Each enumerator and special agent shall be commissioned by the Director of
the Census, and before entering upon missions, his duties shall take and subscribe
to the following oath before the supervisor of the district or any official having
authority to administer oaths:

"I....................................................................., an enumerator  (or
special agent) of the ........................................................
supervisor's district, do solemnly swear that I recognize and accept the
supreme authority of the Ignited States of America, and will maintain
true faith and allegiance thereto, and that I will make a true and exact
enumeration of all the inhabitants within the enumeration district
assigned to me, and will also faithfully collect the other statistics therein



in the manner provided by law for taking the census, and in conformity
with all lawful instructions I may receive, and will make due and correct
returns thereof in the manner prescribed. So help me God."

This oath, when duly executed, shall be forwarded to the supervisor, and by him to
the Director of the Census, and filed in his office.

 

SEC. 10. Each enumerator shall be charged with the collection, in his enumeration
district, of the facts and statistics required by the population schedules, and such
other schedules as the Secretary of Public Instruction may prescribe for use in
connection with the census. It shall be the duty of each enumerator to visit
personally each dwelling house in his district, and each family therein, and each
individual living out of a family in any place of abode, and by inquiry made of the
head of each family, or of the member thereof deemed most creditable and worthy
of trust, or of each individual living out of a family, to obtain each and every item of
information, and all the particulars required by the census schedules, and of such
date as may be hereafter prescribed by the Commission as the day on which the
census shall be taken. And in case no person shall be found at the usual place of
abode of such family, or individual living out of a family, competent to answer the
inquiries made in compliance with the requirements of this Act, then it shall be
lawful for the enumerator to obtain the required information, as near as may be
practicable, from the family or families, or person or persons, living nearest to such
place of abode; and it shall be the duty of each enumerator to take in person, or
forward by mail, as may be most expeditious and secure, the original schedule, duly
certified, to the supervisor of census of his census district, and in the event of
discrepancies or deficiencies being discovered in his said schedule, he shall use all
diligence in correcting or supplying the same as the supervisor of his district shall
direct. As far as practicable, each enumeration district shall be coterminous with
municipalities, entire barrios, or incorporated cities, but when this is not practicable,
and an enumeration district shall include a part only of a municipality, barrio, or
incorporated city, it shall be the duty of the enumerator of such district clearly and
plainly to distinguish, and separate in the population schedules, the inhabitants of all
or any part of such municipality, barrio, incorporated city, from the inhabitants not
included in his district. Each enumerator and special agent shall receive a salary of
two dollars and fifty cents per diem, such sum to be full compensation for all
services rendered, and all expenses incurred by him, the hire of boats when actually
necessary excepted, for which he shall be allowed the actual and necessary cost if
approved by the supervisor of his district: Provided, That eight hours of active
enumeration shall constitute a day's work, and that one-half of the salary due each
enumerator or special agent shall be withheld and not paid him until after the
schedules or other returns or reports required of him shall have been duly rendered
to the supervisor of his district.

 

SEC. 11. In the event of the death of any supervisor, enumerator, or other officer or
employee of the census, after his appointment and entrance on his duties, the
Director of the Census is authorized to pay the legal representative of such
deceased official or employee such sum as he may deem to be just and fair for the
services rendered by said official or employee, not exceeding in any case the per
diem allowance provided in the preceding section, for the days during which the
deceased was actually employed.

 

SEC. 12. The district assigned to any enumerator shall not contain more than one


