[ Act No. 3500, December 08, 1928 ]

AN ACT TO CREATE A REVOLVING FUND OF FIVE MILLION PESOS
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF PERMANENT BRIDGES IN THE
PHILIPPINES AND TO AUTHORIZE PRIVATE CAPITAL TO
UNDERTAKE THE CONSTRUCTION OF PERMANENT BRIDGES, AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Legislature assembled and by the authority of the same:

SECTION 1. The sum of five million pesos is hereby appropriated out of any funds in
the Insular Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to constitute a revolving fund for
the construction of permanent bridges on interprovincial or intercoastal roads in the
Philippines, which shall be expended under the supervision of the Secretary of
Commerce and Communications. Said bridges shall be declared toll bridges for a
period not exceeding fifteen years and tolls shall be collected from all traffic using
such bridges in accordance with rates to be fixed by a Board composed of the
Secretary of Commerce and Communications as chairman, the Secretary of Finance,
and the Insular Auditor, as members: Provided, however, That no toll charges shall
be collected from pedestrians.

SEC. 2. For the purpose of determining the rates' of tolls to be charged, and the
period within which such tolls should be collected to reimburse the cost of the bridge
with interest of four per cent, the Director of Public Works shall take the necessary
census of traffic at proposed bridge sites, which census shall be submitted to the
Secretary of Commerce and Communications who shall authorize the construction of
bridges in the order of the intensity of vehicular traffic as shown by said census:
Provided, however, That small bridges, the cost of which may be recovered within a
short period from reasonable toll fees, shall be given preference.

SEC. 3. The provincial treasurer of the province where a toll bridge is constructed in
accordance with this Act shall be in charge of toll collections and toll collectors duly
bonded, shall be appointed by him at salaries to be approved by the Secretary of
Commerce and Communications chargeable to toll collections. The collections made
by the provincial treasurer from each toll bridge, after deducting the salaries of toll
collectors, shall be turned over to the Insular Treasurer and credited to the revolving
fund, here- in created, and shall be available for the construction of other bridges
until all important bridges that can be financed under the provisions of this Act are
completed when the balance remaining in said revolving fund shall revert to the
general fund of the Insular Treasury.

SEC. 4. When the total cost of a bridge, plus interest of four per centum per annum,
is fully recovered, the board created in section one of this Act shall so certify to the
Governor-General who, by means of an Executive Order, shall turn over the bridge
to the provincial board concerned and order the collection of tolls to be
discontinued. The cost of maintaining bridges financed under the provisions hereof
shall be charged to the road and bridge fund of the province in which said bridges
are situated.

SEC. 5. The construction of bridges authorized under the provisions of this Act shall



