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ESTRELLA RAMOS, PETITIONERS, VS. COMMISSION ON
ELECTIONS, RESPONDENT. 

 
D E C I S I O N

PURISIMA, J.:

At bar is a petition for certiorari and prohibition with urgent prayer for the issuance
of a writ of preliminary injunction and temporary restraining order, assailing the
validity of Section 44 of Republic Act No. 8189 (RA 8189) otherwise known as "The
Voter's Registration Act of 1996".

 

RA 8189 was enacted on June 10, 1996 and approved by President Fidel V. Ramos
on June 11, 1996. Section 44 thereof provides:

 
"SEC. 44. Reassignment of Election Officers. - No Election Officer shall
hold office in a particular city or municipality for more than four (4)
years. Any election officer who, either at the time of the approval of this
Act or subsequent thereto, has served for at least four (4) years in a
particular city or municipality shall automatically be reassigned by the
Commission to a new station outside the original congressional district."

By virtue of the aforequoted provision of law, the Commission on Elections
(COMELEC) promulgated Resolution Nos. 97-0002[1] and 97-0610[2] for the
implementation thereof. Thereafter, the COMELEC issued several directives[3]

reassigning the petitioners, who are either City or Municipal Election Officers, to
different stations.

 



Aggrieved by the issuance of the aforesaid directives and resolutions, petitioners
found their way to this Court via the present petition assailing the validity of Section
44 of RA 8189, contending that:

I
 

SECTION 44 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189 VIOLATES THE `EQUAL
PROTECTION CLAUSE' ENSHRINED IN THE CONSTITUTION;

 

II
 

SECTION 44 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189 VIOLATES THE
CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEE ON SECURITY OF TENURE OF CIVIL
SERVANTS;

 

III
 

SECTION 44 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189 CONSTITUTES A DEPRIVATION
OF PROPERTY WITHOUT DUE PROCESS OF LAW;

 

IV
 

SECTION 44 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189 UNDERMINES THE
CONSTITUTIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF COMELEC AND COMELEC'S
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY TO NAME, DESIGNATE AND APPOINT AND
THEN REASSIGN AND TRANSFER ITS VERY OWN OFFICIALS AND
EMPLOYEES;

 

V
 

SECTION 44 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189 CONTRAVENES THE BASIC
CONSTITUTIONAL PRECEPT [Article VI, SECTION 26(1), Phil.
Constitution] THAT EVERY BILL PASSED BY CONGRESS SHALL EMBRACE
ONLY ONE SUBJECT WHICH MUST BE EXPRESSED IN THE TITLE
THEREOF; and

 

VI
 

SECTION 44 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189 IS VOID FOR FAILURE TO
COMPLY WITH THE CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENT [ARTICLE VI,
SECTION 26 (2)] OF THREE READINGS ON SEPARATE DAYS AND
DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED COPIES IN ITS FINAL FORM THREE DAYS
BEFORE ITS PASSAGE.

Petitioners' contentions revolve on the pivotal issue, whether Section 44 of RA 8189
is valid and constitutional.

 

The petition is barren of merit. Section 44 of RA 8189 enjoys the presumption of
validity, and the Court discerns no ground to invalidate it.

 

Petitioners theorize that Section 44 of RA 8189 is violative of the "equal protection
clause" of the 1987 Constitution because it singles out the City and Municipal


