420 Phil. 580

THIRD DIVISION

[ A.M. MTJ-01-1375, November 13, 2001 ]

REPORT ON THE JUDICIAL AUDIT IN THE MTCS OF CALASIAO,
BINMALEY, STA. BARBARA AND MAPANDAN AND IN THE MCTC
OF TAYUG-SAN NICOLAS, ALL IN PANGASINAN.

DECISION
VITUG, J.:

A judicial audit and physical inventory of cases pending with the Municipal Trial
Court ("MTC") of Calasiao, Pangasinan, was conducted by the Office of the Court
Administrator ("OCA") relative to the compulsory retirement of Hon. Ignacio R.
Concepcion, the presiding judge. An audit was likewise undertaken in the Municipal
Trial Courts of Binmaley, Santa Barbara and Mapandan, Pangasinan, where Judge
Concepcion was the designated acting presiding judge.

On 18 January 2000, the Court, acting on the memorandum-report submitted by the
OCA, resolved, among other things, to -

"b) DIRECT Judge Ignacio T. Concepcion, former Presiding Judge, MTC,
Calasiao, Pangasinan and former Acting Presiding Judge, MTC Binmaley,
Sta. Barbara and Mapandan, Pangasinan, to EXPLAIN within ten (10)
days from notice why no administrative sanction should be imposed on
him (b-1) for his failure to decide within the reglementary period Civil
Case No. 869 in his own court and Criminal Case No. 259-98, Civil Cases
Nos. 586, 608, 637 and 641, and LTC Case No. 66709 (02-96) of the MTC
of Binmaley and (b-2) for his failure to resolve within the reglementary
period Civil Case No. 3747 in his own court, Civil Case No. 905 of the
MTC of Sta. Barbara and Criminal Cases Nos. 4754, 4797, 75-96, 76-96
and 261-98, Civil Cases Nos. 638 and 648, and Election Case No. 97-03
of the MTC of Binmaley."

In compliance therewith, respondent judge submitted his explanation, dated 31 May
2000, stating that -

1. Civil Case No. 869 which was pending before the Calasiao MTC, his original
station, had not been decided within the reglementary period, having been
informed by the parties, through counsel, that they were going to submit a
compromise agreement.

2. In connection with the cases pending before the Binmaley MTC - Criminal Case
No. 259-98 and Civil Cases No. 586, 608, 637 and 641, the pending incidents
in Criminal Cases No. 4754, 4797, 75-96, 76-96 and 261-98, Civil Case No.
638, and Election Case No. 97-03 - respondent judge admitted that he was not
able to dispose of them within the reglementary period prescribed therefor but



